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CASPZR GROUP nElORTS SITE WlRa

Béb Brown revorts that wvork at the Lee Site has been cloged down
because of the extreme heat, but that work is being done at the other
sites until things cool off a little this fall.

A carbon sauple from the ex Jloratory trenchh at the Lee Site has
been dated by the Gulf Cil Coupany. The sample, Trom a depth of 42
inches, was glven an age of 1020 plus or minus 86 years. The cul-
“tural arffiliatlion was nou resorbted in Dou ‘e lotber.

gouth ¢nd of the Big Horn
¥ wig. audy Veiser and family and r. and
Mre, Bob Drovta. te had beecn discovercd the previous year by
" Mras, Jelser, The site has been named the Brown-.elser Site and is
nusoered 40 LA 550,

Bolb reports &
1~I0u1’1ta.i“ﬂg Was ekcav
m
b

The Brown-.eiser Site is evidently a Late L% lod c%mmsi and
has yielded considerable materlal. LGhu comp L and Tour Irigren--
tary side-notched-basal-notched Late Period points vere produced,
together with nine triangular unnotched points. Three steatlite frag-
ments are believed to have been part of a plpe. Four knives, 1l
broken points, two snubnose scrapvers, and a numper of other fragments
of stone materials are reported. Also present vas a steatite o ject
Wild CiL ilay Have vech uile upper wvearling o1 a Llre wrlll.

Bob promises a complcte report in a month or two.

™

SHIRIDAN CHAPTER EXCAVATZS BISON WILL by Dr. R. C. Bentzen

. Site 24 PR 5 is a bison trap located on the Fred Yonlkee ranch,
77 miles northeast of Sheridan, J/yoming, and in Fowder River County,
Montana, It was first reported to our soclety by Hargaret Povers,
This site has been subject to depredation by vot-hmunters for about
35 years, and literally hundreds of projectile points have been dug
from the outcronping borne levels of its slopes.

Uith the complete sanction of the Smithsonian Institution which
had in its possession a site report dated September 1950 and of the
Montana Archseoclogical Soclety, tlie Sherldan Chapler of the Vyoming
Archaeologlcal Society set up camp and conducted an excavation at
this site August 12 to 20, 111 mewbers of the Sheridan Chapter and
the secretaries of the olher chaplers were notlfied In advance of
this dig and all vere invited to participate. Fourteen mcembers of
the Sheridan chapter showed up and a very successful dl“ vas Ccom-

pleted,

AL site Jl, a profile was cut al right angles across a ridge
that terminated in the head of the swall box canyon. Thls Tace vas
14 feet long with a maxinum depth of 8 feet, and revealed a bone-
bearing culture level averaging 8 inches tﬂlcP at about 3 feet below

the surilace,

At site ;2, a orofile was cut into the slope parallel to the
canyon for a length of 20 feet and o naximum depth of 6 feet. This



cut showed a layer containing scattered bone fragmentg and averagling
about Tour inches ln wniclness, it Lo feeiu ol uvverouraen.

Slte ;9 was aunviuer crouss-secllon ol a riage Lugiier avvn, Lne
canyon. Its vrofile wus 22 feel long withh a waxlmuw depbls of 10
feet. The north ten feet of thils scction had two distinct levels
of bone deposit separated by 4 to 5 inches of red shale and rock.
Hoviever, there was no diffcerentiation in style of polints recovered
frow tlie Lwo levels. DTarb of bBhils site haed 5 feel of overbuirden. &
5-foot sguare was excavated in the tiio-level area, vith the upper
level producing 10 projectile points (9 of them in situ, one in the
scireen), a good quantity of charcscal, and & mamber of blson bones and
tecth, .The intervening layer ol rock znd shale uus sterile.  The
lower level produced 4 projectile points, some bones and some charcoal.

A 5-foot square was dug at site 2, but it was rather disappoint-
ing in its yield, with only 2 points and very little bone. However,
the 18-inch section betueen the square and the profile-yielded 6
points which indicates that most of the square extended back into
sterile area. '

Two adjoining 5- fOOu squares vere dug just east of the profile on
Site #1, and these proved to be a bonanza. Uost of the bones from 4 or
5 bison vere recovered from this area; including the complete skeleton
of a monster gpecimen with a sikull vhich measures 14 inches across the
zygomas and sufflclent hurn core Wi the vlight slde to lindlcate a horn
spread of 40 ineiles. 1Iine worid's record horn spread of modern blson
is 35 inches, so thls spveciluen could well be dne of the antique ex-
tincet varletles. aAdoquate charcoal samples vere obtalned in contex
with the bones so a date on the culture will be forthecoming. Hany
progectlle points were found in context with the bones and charcoal.
i total of 100 points were recovered from the 3 sites, and the major-
ity follow a definite stylization which will be depicted later.
- The absence of all other types of artifacts except DFOJCCtllG
pointsg indicates wiiat thils gite vas used Tor alaubuuei ing onty, and
that the campsites of Gthese ancilent people lay clseuhere. Tuo Wind
Ring" campsites sbout a mile distant were manped, and stone artifacts
picked up on the surface correlate with the points excavated in the
trap. A stone eagle trap in the vicinity was also manped, photo-
graphed and contoured. :

-Dr. nhay bBenbzen vas superlintendent of the excavatlon. irs
Morgaret Fowers, chavter president; Louls nllen, vice-president; ilrs.
Hila Gilbert, oecrctmry—treasurcr; and ten other ncmbers participated
in the dig. About 50 visitorg were shown around the diggings during
the 8-day camp. The weather wag terrifically hot anday, but the
crev survived without any casualties. :

LEGAL ASEZCTS OF “uCu“uUbU;iCAb 1000l mCIING wuD 2nbiVaTION Dy T. J. Jeber

For tlie Casper Chajster Jyoming Qrchacological Gociety .- llarch, 1961
When the typical amateur archaeologist pockets an artifact he
hags found after many weary hours of tramplﬂh the hills and backwaters,



it may fairly be assumed that some of the questions he does not
ask himself include: :

(1) Who has title to the artifact -- to whom does it belong? .
(2) Will the scientific value of the artifact be mitigated by the. .
circumstancesgs of an illegal entry or an unauthorized removal?

(3) VWhat criminal and/or civil liabilities have been incurred in
the course of the archaeological reconnaisance and appropriation? .

In the usual situation such questions may indeed be relegated .
to the academically inclined since the time expended in the search
and .the value (monetary or scientific) of the object(s) recovered
will probably not warrant any detalled examination of the legal
aspects of the case. About all that is normally requ1red is some
permissive understanding with the "apparent landowner" -- and this
is dictated more by common courtesy than by any inguiry into the
law of the situation. However, whenever any major undertaklng is
contemplated -- such as a detailed reconnaisance or an actual "dig"
-~ the gucstions suggested above are not only appropriate but would
scem as baslc to.the undertaking as the number and size of the sho-

vels used for the dig.

The purpogse of this prcliminary paper will be to examine the
applicable laws, regulations and currcnt .operating procedures relat-
ing to archaeological progpecting and excavation. A fundamental
congideration in this regard is to recall that ordinarily an arti-
fact is & form of personal propertve. As such, a whole body of law
is applicable to this concept. In addition, the artifact is inti-
mately assoclated with real property in that it is normally found
gither on the surface of the ground or at some minor distance below -
the surface. Inasmuch as our system of jurisprudence is predicated -
upon the basis of prior ownership (rather than self-help), all of
the fundamcntal concepts for the protcction of property and land-
owner'e interests are applicable and do in fact apply whether or not
they are codified in a specific statute on the subject. Flnally,
while the law in certain cases recognizes the rightg of "finders"
of "gbandonecd" propecrty, a safe generalization is that.a trespasser
can acduire only a limitecd property interest and, as ageinset a land-
owner, probably no-propcrty interest whatever,

I. FEDERAL LANDS

A convcnient basis for reviewing the applicable law relating
to archacological prospecting and excavation is to congider the
three forms of land ovnership prescnt in Wyoming and to review the
law appropriate to cach. Paramount in such a division, arc the lands
we can gencrally classify as Fcderally-owned. Notwithstanding the
tendeney of some to make light of this ownership or to guestion that
infringement upon this property interest is actionable, the United
- Btates of Amcrica stands in the same pogition as any other record
title holder and with proper stimulus its civil servants can be
induced to protecet the property intercsts involved.

"A. Types of Federal Lands

The Btatc of Wyﬁming embraces some 62,400,000 acres of land.















