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Most points were in poor condition. Many are
broken and damaged, and they appear to have
been repeatedly reworked and repaired, These
factors, and the breakage patterns, suggest the
points were perhaps broken in use, not during
manufacture. Frison suggested that "perhaps
rehafting of projectile points was the activity
represented at the site" (Frison and Grey
1980:39). It is interesting that the Phosphoria
chert points were repeatedly reworked rather than
replaced when there were local chert sources.
Some tools and points were undoubtedly stolen
from the site by modern artifact hunters (vandals,
pot hunters, etc.). Whole projectile points would
have been taken and perhaps broken and damaged
points left behind. This factor could account for
a skewed representation of damaged artifacts.

Archaeological projects often are crisis
oriented with too little money and time. This was
the case with Granite Creek Rockshelter. The
destruction of the rockshelter was a definite loss
of potential research data and the information it
might have provided about hunting-and-gathering
groups during prehistoric times. Binford
(1980:4-20) discusses hunter-gather settlements
systems and how ethnographic studies and
archaeological materials can be united to
reconstruct past cultural ways. Surely the Granite
Creek Rockshelter played a continuous role in the
procurement rounds of the early peoples of the
Bighorn Mountains and Bighorn Basin areas. The
archaeological remains represent a small
increment of the by-products left by a cultural
system that can hopefully be reconstructed to
promote a deeper "understanding between the
dynamics of a living system in the past and the
material by-products that contribute to the
formation of the archaeological record” (Binford
1980:5).  Binford proposed ambitious and
worthwhile goals for archaeological researchers.
The aim of archaeological research is to obtain an
understanding of the differences in cultural
systems "through the study of artifacts” (Binford
1989:3).  Those differences influenced and
affected patterns that may be traced in the existing
archaeological records. This report was an
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attemnpt to gather some of the archaeological puzzle
pieces present at the Granite Creek Rockshelter.
Hopefully, a future in-depth examination of these
artifacts will be initiated to generate more specific
information for archaeological pursuit of hunter-
gatherer's cultural ways.
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