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Table 3: Projectile point data from Granite Creek Rockshelter.

UWARTIFACT CONDITION MATERIAL LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS NOTCHING PERIOD

NUMBER
30876 & Ob 4.51
30880 F Ct 1.50
30883 C Ct 2.41
30884 C Ct 224
30885 F Ct 2.76
30888 C Ct 2.79
30889 F Ct 1.39
30890 NC Ct 3.50
30893 F Ct 0.68
30894 C Ct 3.86
30895 F Ct 2.90
30897 F Ct 1.29
30898 F Ct 1.51
30900 F Ct 2.19
30902 F Ct 1.20
30903 F Ct 1.82
30904 C Ct 3.70
30905 F Ct 0.43
30907 F Ct 2.10
30909 F Ct 1.80
30913 C Ct 2.95
30914 F Cy 1.60
30915 F Ct 2.87
30916 F Ct(2) 2.59
30919 F Ct 2.10
30920 C Ct 2.61
30924 F Ct 1.56
30928 F Gt 1.50
30943 F Ct 4.11
30951 F ct 1.40
30985 F Ct 1.95
30987 F ct 1.73
31025 F Ct 151
34449 F Ct 0.71

Materials: OB =obsidian; CT= chert; CY = chalcedony; Ct= quartzile

139
131
1.21
1.40
1.66
1.68
1.28
243
1.49
1.67
1.39
1.69
1.34
1.59
115
1.51
1.00
1.50
212

1.89
1.79
1.28
0.90
175
0.91
1.50
1.60
1.96

0.60 Lance Paleo
0.66 Stem/Lance Paleo
0.29 C-N-L Pre
0.39 S-N EPA
0.44 SN EPA
0.28 C-N LPre
0.50 Stem Paleo
0.41 C-N LPA
0.33 C-N Paleo
0.50 C.N MPA
0.21 C-N LPre
0.24 C-N LPre
0.59 Stem? Paleo
0.39 C-N MPA.
0.40 Stem Paleo
0.22 SN LPre
0.53 C+B MPA
0.27 SN LPA?
0.43 S-N EPA
0.29 9 LPre
0.42 SN LPA
0.50 S-N LPA
— SN EPA
0.49 S-N EPA
0.40 C-N MPA
0.52 S-N EPA
0.34 S-N LPre
0.27 C-N LPre
0,47 Lance MPA?
0.34 S5-N LPre
0.42 C-N MPA
0.38 S-N MPA
0.40 Lance/Stem Paleo
0.39 S-N LPA

Notched: B=basal; SN=side; CN=comer; Lance (L) = lanceolate; stem = stemmed
Periods: L Pre=Late Prehistoric; LPA =Late Plains Archaic; MPA=Middle Plains Archaic; EPA=Early Plains Archaic; Paleo=Paleoindian

C=Complete; F =Fragment; NC =Nearly Complete

Note; All measurementsin centimeters(cm). Blank spaces (dashes) represent absent or missing data.

CULTURAL DATA

The Bighorn Basin and Bighorn Mountain
geographic areas are within the Northwest Plains
cultural area. Rough estimates of the various
cultural periods are as follows: Paleoindian (12-
8000 yrs B.P.), Early Plains Archaic (8000--5000
yrs B.P.), Middle Plains Archaic (5000-3000 yrs
B.P.), Late Plains Archaic (3000-1500 yrs B.P.),
and Late Prehistoric Periods (1500-150 yrs
B.P.)(Frison 1991).

Projectile points styles serve as useful index
fossils in defining various cultural complexes and
radiocarbon dating has provided supporting

54

evidence to the projectile point typology. Other
artifacts such as scrapers and knives are not
distinctive enough to suggest a cultural time period
for they remained nearly unchanged over a broad
area and over thousands of years.

The Paleoindian economic procurement pattern
on the plains was involved the hunting of large
game animals. The projectile points were large,
well-made lanceolate shapes that displayed a well-
developed lithic technology. The early fluted
points, Clovis and Folsom, are followed by a
variety of large unfluted points, Agate Basin, Hell
Gap, Alberta and Cody Complex plus a variety of

































