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astic, first-time volunteer. Somewhere in between is the
experienced volunteer.

You may, initially, feel somewhat intimidated by the
experienced volunteer. They have, after all, their own
private collections that are so much larger than yours,
participated in excavations at places you've only read
about, and are able to remember and laugh with others
about shared experiences at other sites. Everyone,
however, has had his or her first experience. I found the
experienced volunteers to be open, friendly, and willing
to share their personal knowledge and to keep things
lively. The excavation is, after all, a social event as well
as a learning experience.

WHAT YOU NEED

While you need little but enthusiasm, there are a
few essentials. You will be frequently asked to bring the
following with you: a 5m metal measuring tape, a
Marshalltown trowel, and a line level. Your local
hardware store is likely to have the last two (mine did).
Your own handy measuring tape in feet and inches isn't
going to do, and your search for one in meters is going
to be fun. I live in a population center of several million
people with an abundance of hardware stores. There are
thousands of measuring tapes in these stores, different
sizes, different lengths, and different prices, all in feet
and inches. Asking if there is one in meters is likely to
draw perplexed looks that suggest the unspoken question,
"Why on earth would you want one of those?" (More on
the fun with the metric system later.) Trust your spon-
soring archaeologist to have an extra one.

Ah, what to wear. You certainly want to avoid
looking inexperienced. What is the current fashion
among field workers? Will my camping clothes do?
What about my gardening outfit? Does. L. L. Bean have
archaeological wear? Where is Abercrombie and Fitch
when you need them?

Perusal of the laborers the first day quickly revealed
that anything goes. You can't tell the archaeologists from
the volunteers. A good hat for the sun is absolutely
essential. You can wear anything and get away with it.
My preference was a wide-brimmed, straw hat from
Australia, and it was worth every penny. Your hands are
going to be subjected to rough wear and tear. Good work
gloves are another essential; I like the lightweight leather
ones. Band-aids to help with the blisters are good. Take
comfortable shoes or lightweight boots. If it's going to
be hot (you can bet money on this one) take comfortable,
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loose- fitting clothes. You are going to be on your
knees a lot; long pants will help. (Why are knee
pads such a good idea, and yet I never saw any?) A
bandanna around your neck will help avoid sunburn
and add a bit of color. Lots of pockets are good.
New clothes should be subjected to punishment to
avoid that too-new look. A small backpack to carry
everything is handy, especially for the sun block and
mosquito repellent brought in quantities that should
be, but probably won't be, excessive.

And bring a camera. ("Boy, wait 'til the folks
back home see this!™) You are going to want to
document your participation. Practice different
poses that remind you of the archaeologists in old
movies and "Indiana Jones." Take pictures at the
end of the day when you look your worst so people
will know "it Ain’t easy out here." Silhoueties
against the setting sun are particularly good, peering
out of and over the edge of a pit.

While the arrangements for food may vary from
site to site, you will want to take your own water,
Take a lot of it (and drink a lot of it), Find some
kind of energy food to fuel your sagging resolve and
coordination toward the end of the day. Be prepared
to go out to dinner at a fancy restaurant when all
this is over.

TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES

Archaeology as a science really has two faces --
that is, it is bifacial. One is high tech. It involves a
wonderfully complex language, and archaeologists
positively drool as the syllables roll off their tongues
-- geomorphology, resistivity and magnetic surveys,
dendrochronology, pollen analysis, radiocarbon
dating, and fluorescence spectrometry. You will not
be doing any of this. The other face of archaeology
is low tech. You will be doing a lot of that,

THE SHOVEL

Archaeologists have taken a perfectly good tool
designed to remove, oh, a good six to eight inches
of soil per swipe and turned it into a long-handled,
sharpened gouge. It is therefore used to remove only
a thin layer of soil, maybe one-half inch deep or so.
Shovel skimming, as it is called, is the technique
frequently used to remove the "plow zone." (Plow
zone is usually pronounced with some degree of
distaste.) The plow zone is that layer of soil that has






























