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VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

"Volunteers are the backbone of the Hell
Gap Project," said Kornfeld, "We have many
volunteers that come back every year. Lee
Garner and Joan Rupprecht have come all the
way from upstate New York for two years
now." While they find the paperwork daunting
Lee and Joanie love the camaraderie and the
high level of excitement. Leon Lorentzen, a
retired US customs agent from Tucson has
worked at Hell Gap for the past three years.
Cherie Freeman, a retired military nurse now
living in Tucson, goes on annual Earthwatch
archaeological expeditions and also volunteers at
local and regional excavations.

Due to the long learning curve associated
with the complex nature of the excavation and
recording process, volunteers are asked to spend
at least a week at the site. "We hope to imple-
ment a volunteer program for people who are
only able to spend a day or weekend,” said
Kornfeld. In the future, people with time
constraints who want to volunteer may be able
to assist in mapping the many stone circles that
surround the excavation area. Teachers from
Wyoming and Colorado have asked about devel-
oping a continuing education program. Kornfeld
would like to implement such a program, but
notes that his time is already filled up by Field
School teaching duties, book-keeping demands,
equipment repair, decision-making, tour guiding
and research directing. He hopes to find a
volunteer coordinator for future field seasons.

FIELD LIFE

Bleary-eyed cooks get up at 5 a.m. to make
hearty breakfasts that are served at 6 am. The
first priority is to make one gallon of cowboy
coffee. As the crew stumbles into the dining
hall, cups of steaming brew in hand, one exca-
vator mutters "I hope somebody donates a big
electric percolator, so I don’t have to strain
coffee grounds with my teeth next year."
Cooking is done by crew and volunteers on a
rotating basis, so that each person cooks twice
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during a ten-day session.

By 7 am the crew leaves camp and heads for
the site. Rapson disconnects the electric fence,
and crew members herd slow moving cattle
away from the site. Next, plastic sheeting,
which protects the site from evening showers, is
pulled back to expose a surprisingly high,
vertical dirt wall.

After retrieving their excavation tools and
clipboards from the lab, the diggers carefully
fold themselves in their "units." The site is set
up on a metric grid. The basic area of excava-
tion is a one meter by one meter square known
as a unit. The digging is slow, but as Haynes
explains, the current phase of excavation at Hell
Gap focuses on understanding the stratigraphic
sequence. When Harvard excavated the site in
the 1960s they found distinctive projectile points
from all Paleoindian cultures except Clovis.
While the Harvard excavators employed state of
the art techniques, the nature of archaeology has
changed and new techniques such as accelerator
mass spectrometric dating (AMS) now allow
resolution that was only dreamed of in the
1960s. Haynes, who worked at Hell Gap in the
1960s, considers Hell Gap to be the "premiere
Paleoindian site in North America" because
nowhere else can the remains of all known
Paleoindian cultures be found stacked on top of
the other.

By now the EDM is up and running and
excavators can begin to map artifacts. Nicole
Waguespack, a UW anthropology graduate stu-
dent and excavator calls out for a "shot". A
shot is excavator’s parlance for what the EDM
does. An EDM consists of a precise surveying
transit, an electronic distance measuring device
(hence the name EDM), and a computer chip.
When the EDM is set up over a known point in
the grid system it can tell you the location of
any artifact to the nearest millimeter. The use
of EDMs has revolutionized archaeology by
allowing almost instantaneous determinations of
an artifact’s location in the grid system. EDMs
have replaced the old system of locating artifacts






























