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sitess Similar points werc found at Signal butte also,

While the number recovered from the Schulz~Taylor site is
probably inadequate to set a pattorn, the fact thai only the one variant
is found seams to indicnte that it is a distinct iyoe preferred by some
group of psoples The point resembles the basic Mefeon in alnost every
way oxcoph that it is relatively wider. Its absolute length may be
someviha’t ilonger than the average Mcfean, although too few specimens have
been averaged to establish this fact.

THE TURK TIPI RING SITE"

While exploring in the vicinity of the Schulz-Taylor site,
the crew was forturate in mceting a Mr. Bs Eo Turk of Sussexs Mr. Turk
knew that egection of the mounrtain intimately and knew of nany sites in
the area. Mr. Tork is interested in avchascicgy, and is rather well
seli-aducated in the suhjscts Through his invaluable aid several
intercsting and important sites ware added to the soclety's files

Anoag the gites vhich Mrs Turk showed the crew was a tipl ring
site near his camp on the head 6f Blue Crecks Hc reoported that when he
first fourd the site, most ¢f the tipl poies were present and there were
still fiagnea’s of rotted buffalor hide under some of the stoness VWhen
the crsw visited the site, there were still some pules present, and some
of these had the ends worn off at an angie, indicabing use as travois
polase Travels peles for both orse and dog werc founds Some of these
poles were collected and presvrved from further decays They will form a
rart of a futare muscun diszplay.

The tipi ring site lies near the top of a high mountain in a
cirque in the lizestene. The ground is sloping and the site faces southe
east toward the Blue Oreek drainages Thers is no water near the site at
the present timee. Tl seems at first glance to be a poor choice as a camp
sites While the cirque is protected from the prevailing winds, the
sloping ground and lack of wator make it an improbably site. It is not
hidden from view from the southeast, so concealment is ruled out as a
notives

During the surface inspection of the site, no cvidence of
hearths could be found, although quantitiocs of bison bone indicated that
nuch butchering and/or cocking had probably teken place theres Mr. Turk
said he had noted a large firepit above the rings in the cirquo when he
had first known the sites It is possible that this may have been a
communal cooking area used during the hot swmer when individual fires
would have created too much heat. Wood is plentiful just over the ridge
northwost of the clrques Excopt for the few picces of poles; thore was
little to distinguish the site from thousands of other groups of stone
circles that abound in the arca,

Among the surface artifacts found was an odd rubbing stone
picked uwp by Drs Benizen. The stone was dihedrally convex on one surface
and had a concavity in the other surface. I% was of tan sandstone,

Hany professicnal archacologists have oxprossed the opinion that
stone clrcle sites do not, in many cascs, represent tipi rings at all, but
serve some othor function, perhaps !"ceremonial." They cite as evidence
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the fact that tho rings are often of greatly varying sizes, fronm four feet
up to 30 feet in diameter. Some of the structur.s have o double row of
rocks and some consist of wide bands of roecke Scme arce not circular at
all, and moy have many shapes. In addition, those circles found on top
of high ridges seldon have any artifacts in association, and almost never
have hearths in or ncar them,

Mr. Tu-k expresses the opinion that most of the stone circles
are indeed tipi rings. The lack of fircpits in or near the ripgs could
be explained by cemrmunal firepits removed some distance from the rings.
The lack of artifacts might also be cxplained by the fact that the rings
are obvious site indicators and that sheepherders and souvenir hunters
could find and exploit then easily. We are often prone to overlock the
fact that any such obvious sites must have been visited mony times bhefore
the advent of the archacologiste The fact that fow ariifacts are found
upon excavation would argue for a recent date for the sites under these
conditions.

It is quitc apparent that much work nceds to be done to add
some concrete evidense to the puzzle of stone clrcle struchures, and to
settle the quostion of their age, and of their functlone Mre Turk's
observations, based on 40 years of acqualntanceship with those sites,
arc a valunble contribution to the study.

THE TURK BURIAL SITE, 48 WA 301

Mre Turk reported that his son and another boy had located a
burial in a fissure atop a mountain near his comp about three ycars 2g0s
On July 26, Glenn Sweem and Don Grey visited the site and excavated the
burial.

In describing the findings at the site, lire Turk reported that
the boys had uncovered five skulls, and that two projectile points had
bocn recovered from the bones, One of these points, he roported, had
been stuck in the eyc sockeot of one of the skullse The other was, he
thought, stuck in a long bone. Mre. Turk had saved one of the skulls and
the remaining four had been returned to the fissurcs

During the investigation, the roplaced dirt was removed and the
four skulls and a fragment of a fifth were rccovereds 4 few of the long
boncs were still prosent and were removeds Anong these werc sone snall
bone fragments which may have been thosc of a child. The epiphyses wore
nmissing. The dirt was scrcened as removed, and among the findings werc
two bone beads, a crude quartzite scrapoer, and tvio corner-notched
projectile points, The points were of tho sanc type described by lire
Turk as having becn recovered by the two boys.

The four skulls recovered were clesned and briefly studiode
Much additional vork nceds to be done in order to classify the skulls as
to racisl type, ond try to determine a possible age for the buriale

Scme general observotions and o suanary of thoe bricf shudy made
to date followss The two projectile points are illustrated on the covors

Skull A appears to be that of a fenale about 20 ycars or somece=
what less in agos The first and sccond molars are present and sonewnatb
worn, while the third molor is about at the level of the gua line, and












