Butler-Rissler and two other sites
(48NA543, 48NA999) produced surface
finds of  cord-marked pottery
reminiscent of Plains Woodland.
Sites 48NA543 and 48NA1000 also
yielded large, side-notched projec-
tile points. The single weapon
from 48NA543 was found in 1979 by
the Bureau of Land Management and
was identified as being similar to
the Besant type (Johnson 1979). A
similar projectile point found at

48NA1000 in 1985 also was iden-
tified as Besant (Reiss et al.
1985:20) .

Surface finds of ceramics and
projectile points suggest these
sites were occupied during the
first millennium A.D. In addition,
evidence at 48NA1000 indicated that
artifacts, bone, shell, and char-
coal stained earth were eroding
from a buried level in the terrace
slope.

A single 1 x 1 m test unit was
excavated in 1985 several meters
upslope from the exposed cultural
Tevel. This unit uncovered numer-
ous interior (tertiary) flakes, so
the testing program was expanded.
In the summer of 1986, volunteers
excavated a five square meter block
between the exposed level on the
terrace edge and the 1985 test
(Miller et al. 1986, Miller and
Waitkus 1987, Waitkus 1987). These
units were placed adjacent to a
dark, charcoal stain in the cutbank
identified as a possible fire pit
following the initial survey. This
feature had eroded away by 1986,
but a buried, cultural Jlevel was
identified.

The Wyoming Council for the
Humanities funded a Targer exca-
vation effort for the summer of
1987. During a ten day field
session, over 20 square meters of
the intact level were excavated,
and a large, wind deflated area of
disturbed sediments was shovel-
scraped (Figure 2). Three backhoe
trenches were dug later that fall.
Results from all these excavations

provide the basis for this report.

One additional Tlocality was
minimally investigated in 1987. It
was a buried stratum exposed in a
terrace cutbank approximately 70 m
south of the Butler-Rissler exca-
vation. The stratum appears to be
a non-cultural remnant of a dark
gray to black wetland sediment
containing aquatic mollusks.
Future study of this locality and
its contents may provide clues to
the regions paleoenvironment.

FIELD METHODS

Different investigators con-
ducted various phases of the
Butler-Rissler project, so field
methods vary from one activity to
another. The initial survey has
been discussed in detail elsewhere
(Reiss et al. 1985). Subsequent
investigators continued to monitor
surface exposures of artifacts and
cultural debris. When formalized
tools such as projectile points and
scrapers were found, they were
point plotted in relation to the
site datum initially staked by the
survey crew, then collected.

On September 13, 1985 a two
member crew visited the site to
initiate test excavations. Sedi-
ments upslope from the exposed
cultural vremains were tested to
determine if a continuous
subsurface distribution of Jtems
was present. The original 1 x 1 m
unit was opened about 6 m north of
the exposed Tevel in the terrace
cutbank. This unit was later tied
into the site grid system oriented
to true north (magnetic declination
13.5°). The grid was established
from the permanent site datum which
was eventually set in concrete 4 m
east of the test unit. Site datum
was given an arbitrary provenience
of North 100 m, East 100 m, and an
arbitrary elevation of 100 m
(Figure 3). Grid coordinates of
the 1985 test are N99-100, E95-96.

















































