railroad. Then the railroad comes
trrough the city [Rock Springsl,
was pecgple living right along-
size the railroad tracks In the city. It

icn't make much sense (Okarce in Gardner
arc Johnson 1986:58;.
Indeed, cdid corntinue to live

inm Reck Sprimgs and the surrcunding coal
cames. The Japanese even contirued
meking "powder cummies" (used with
tlasting charges in the mines). But
after world Wsr 11, their numbers dwir-
aled (Gardner and Johnscen 1966:29, Rock
Springs Dally Rocket, Cecenber 10,
19413 Lik. For example, Iin 1940, 13C
Japanese lived in Sweetwater County; by
1950, orly 63 remained (uUnited Stat

Census 1847; 1952), In the 1950s, Unicr
Pacific switched “rom ccal-fired engines
to diesel-powered locomotives. T
result was the c.osure of the coal mines
in southwnestern Wwyoming. WKith the clos-
ing of the coal mines, the number of
Japanese Jliving in the ares denindlied
even further. 7Tcoday only & few descen-
dents of tne origirel immigrants remain

P'\fves

in the Rock Springs-Green River area.
HISTORICKL REMAINS
Re & recult of the Jepanese living In

southwestern Wyoming, archaeological
sites exhibiting unigue characteristics
rave been recordec. Most commonly these
SH S found in association with
abarndoned railrcad section camps and
coal-miring towns, Japsnesse cultural
raterial fourc at these sites date from
the 1890s tc 1950, Lsually trese sites
Jupsnese ceramics, rock art, or

Ceramics

eTre

exhibit
grave sites.
late to uLser.

are hard toc isc-
Admittedly, anyone could
purchase Japanese impcorts and use them.
FoweveT, the majority of the ceramics
found in southwestern Wyoming came from
sites that hac known Japanese communi-
ties. The rock art and grave sites, due
to thelr Japanese inscrigticn, are easi-
ly ddentified with this ethnic group.
Japarese ceranics were found at nire
sites in southwestern Wyoming. These
include tailroad wzection camps of
and Wilkins, and coa! camps cof
Cimes, Reliance, Superior, Gi-

74

ter, Gunn, and Cumberlarc. A tctal
3Z sherds representing nineteen ves-
ls were found at “hese cites. Fxcept
r a4 single earthenware crcck base
und at Wirton, all vessels are hard-
ste semiporcelain. Fcer of the ves-

are commonly classified as rice
bouls. The term "rice bowl" is a name
commerly given to & tapered bowl. Ir
the Far Easi, these bowls were zctually
used fer all tyres of fooc crink;
hence, the term rice towl is something
of a mivncmer. The remaining Fifreer
vessels &are Euro-Americanm style table-
ware. SIx vessels are saucers, three
vessels are cups or mugs, one & a bowl,
sugar bow., cne ar ealthenware
crock base, and the renziring three are
unidentified tablewasre.

P wide variety of <decorative types
and patterns were found on these sherds.
Trirteen cof ths nineteen vessel frag-
MERLS are geccrsted. Eight of the Lhbe-
tzen have hancpalinted cdesigns, four have
transfer print designe, and one ras ar
overglaze decal design. Sherds of
remaining slx vessels are urgecorated,
Gf the eight hancpainted vessels, six of
the desicgng aie landscares, cne is &
floral cesign, and one consistz of nine
Fair-like, and bioacer, brusk strokes.
The four vessels with trersfer prir?
cesigns possess *racitions! Japanese
motifs, ipcluding the dragon pearl,
which is one of the eight Crinese trea-
sures, the three friengs and a
"cema mon" motif, The simgular decal
design congisted of a floral motif (Fig-

arict

cre g

g 3

WA

ure 37.

The Japarese ceramics found 1In south-
westerr Wyoming cover a wicde range of
gates. The earliest vessels are por-
tions of tuwc rice bowls, cne af which
was found at Wilking, and the other st
Cumberland. The bowls resemble those

fourc at Walnut Grove, California arcd at
Rocky Point, Oregon. The rice howls
found at Walnut Crove date from the late
1890s (Wegsrs 1985). ihe rice bowls
from Rocky Pgint date to the late 19th
and possibly early 20th centuiies
(Wegars 1985). Using the comparative
data from Celiforniz and Oregon, ii can
be assumed the towls found at Wilkins



























