is an area of high mesas and pla-
teaus dissected by deep canyons.
Specifically, it is located on the
Park Plateau which borders the
Colorado-New Mexico state line at
an elevation of 6200-6400 feet.

The Park Plateau is a semi-
arid region with an annual average
precipitation of 14 inches. This
area of the Park Plateau falls
within the Juniper-Pinon Woodland
vegetation zone (Kuchler 1964).

CULTURAL SEQUENCE

Since the early 1950s, 48
sites have been investigated within
the boundaries of the Trinidad Lake
Project along the Purgatoire River
(Figure 1). Infaormation from these
sites was used to develop a chron-
ology for historic and prehistoric
occupation in the valley (Table 1).

ARCHAIC AND EARLY PRE-
A.D. 1000)

PALECINDIAN,
HISTORIC (12,000 B.P. -

Paleoindian and Archaic com-
ponents within this area have never
been adeguately defined. Informa-
tion concerning these early mani-
festations is limited to isolated
finds. An extensive survey by Lutz
and Hunt (1979) along the high
terraces north of the Purgatoire
River defined early, middle and
late Archaic components from ca.
4000 B.C. to A.D. O. In their
model for patterns of change based
on subsistence, they note that
early sites representing a total
hunting and gathering subsistence
base are generally located on high
terraces above and away from major
water sources. This may account
for the dearth of these sites along
the Purgatoire River. Additional-
ly, they noted early Basketmaker-
like projectile points retrieved
from sites within the A.,D. 0-400
time frame. A Woodland component
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fFollows from A.D. 400-~1000. These,
as well, have not been specifically
identified in the Trinidad Lake
area. The contributions of Lutz
and Hunt will be discussed later.

UPPER PURGATOIRE COMPLEX (A.D.
1000-1225+):

Two multicomponent sites,
5LAl416 (Figure 2) and 5LA1211
(Figure 3), were extensively exca-
vated during the project. Informa-
tion from these two sites, as well
as others, was used with past re-
search to develop the chronological
framework of the Upper Purgatoire
Complex.

The Upper Purgatolre complex
contains a single phase, named by
Dick (1963) as the Sopris Phase.
In turn, three subperiods were
identified and dated by archaeomag-
netic methods, ceramic cross dating
and seriation and stratigraphic and
architectural sequences (Wood and
Bair 1980). These are the Initial
Sopris Phase (A.D. 1000-1100), the
Early Sopris Phase (A.D. 1100-1150)
and the Late Sopris Phase (A.D.
1150-1225+).

Unfortunately, the dearth of
accurate artifact provenience data
accompanied by large scale excava-
tions in multi-occupational sites
before 1967, has limited our abil-
ity to determine significant tem-
poral changes in artifact categor-
ies from site to site.

When comparing the artifact
inventories as a whole, for single
and multi-occupational sites with
those in which provenience is
known, the assemblages appear to be
homogeneous. A basic hunting and
gathering subsistence pattern ap-
pears to predominate throughout. A
trend toward more sedentary pat-
terns is seen in sequences of house
construction and was presumably
accompanied by incipient horticul-
ture. Present evidence suggests
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TIME SPAN

Modern Post AD. 1900
Ranchero Complex

Baca Phase A.D. 1860-13900

Nomada Complex

Montanes Phase

Carlana Phase ca.

ca. AD. 1525-1860

ca. AD. 1750-1860
AD. 1525-1750

BASIC ECONOMY

Coal mining

Sheep ranching
Spanish-American

Nomadic hunting-gathering
Plains Indian

Ute, Comanche, etc.
Apache (Jicarilla)

N T A e L e e

"Panhandle Culture"

Upper Purgatoire Complex

ca. A.D. 1100-1450

ca. A.D. 1000-1225+

Brief encursions of
hunting parties from
the east

Sedentary flood plain
farming, hunting and

gathering
Late Sopris Phase ca. AD. 1150-1225
Early Sopris Phase ca. AD. 1100-1150
Initial Sopris Phase ca. A.D. 1000-1100
Early Prehistoric ca. AD. 0-1000 Undefined

Archaic ca.

Palecindian

TABLE 1:

6000 B.P.~A.D. O

ca. 12,000-6000 BP

Undefined -- probable
hunting and gathering

Undefined -- probable
big game hunting and
gathering

Proposed chronological outline for historic and prehistoric

occupations in upper Purgatolre River valley, Las Animas County, Color-

ado.

there are three temporally sepa-
rate, yet gradual, seguences of
house construction from jacal to
adobe, culminating in stone as the
predaominant construction material,
Transitional phases of construction
incorporating jacal and adobe or
adobe and stone support this con-
tention as well. Construction on
the first or second terrace above
the river was the preferred loca-
RS Rt House structures are sub-
stantial and the majority exhibit

mud-collared hearths within the
structures. There 1is a consistent

use of bell-shaped storage pits
beth within structures and on Sur-
rounding use surfaces. External
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firepits are also present on use
surfaces but do not exhibit the mud
collar. Additionally, contact with
both Puebloan and Plains groups is
evidenced by trade ceramics during
the latter two subperiods of the
Sopris Phase.

Phase (A.D.

Initial Sopris 1000-

1100)

The initial Sopris Phase has
been characterized by the construc-
tion of semi-subterranean pit
houses, Jjacal structures and camp-
sites which may or may not have
been asscciated with a Jjacal or
brush superstructure,. These are
represented at the following sites:
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pithouses 5LAL414B, Feature

282 BLST21T.
Features 10 and
51

Jacal structures 5LA1211, TC:C9:98

and TC:C9:8A;
5LAl4l6 A/B

campsites 5LAl4léB, Level

IV: 5LAlalec,
Levels III and 1V

Three archaeomagnetic dates
are available for occupations from
this phase. A hearth, Feature 90,
located beneath the Level III room,
Feature 77, at 5LAl1416B produced a
date of A.D. 1075+39. Feature 15,
4 storage pit associated strat-
igrephically with the Feature 51
and 10 pit houses and the Ffloor
level beneath the Feature 3-75
house, was dated at A.D. 1085+31.
Finally, & hearth (Feature 53)
beneath the previously mentioned
floor level at Feature 3-75 exhib-
ited a date of A.D. 1075+15. All
archaeomagnetic dates have now been
re-evaluated and will be discussed
below.

Ceramic seriation revealed
that Tacs Gray-Sopris Plain was the
predominant ware utilized. We are
suggesting that Sopris Plain, a
locally manufactured plain culinary
ware, has its beginnings during the
Initial Sopris Phase. Taos Gray
Plain is virtually identical in
morphology to Sopris Plain. L
dates as early as A.D. 1000 at Pot
Creek (Wetherington 1968:47).

A review of artifact inventor-
ies reveals no significant differ-
ences between this and succeeding
subperiods, indicating a similar
economy throughout the Sopris
Phase. As previously mentioned,
inaccurate provenience data pre-

vents adequate comparisons, Basin
metates predominate over other
types, d.e., slab and trough.

Corner-notched projectile points
are slightly more abundant than
side-notched and stemmed varieties.
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Elbow pipes appear now and continue
throughout the Phase.

Early Sopris Phase (A.D. 1100-1150)

The Early Sopris Phase is
characterized by the construction
of adobe houses. Jacal construc-
tion incorporated within the basic
adobe structure appears to be tran-
sitional between Initial and Early
phases. These house forms are
represented in the fcllowing sites:

TC:C9:8B
(5LA1211B),
Feature 3-75,
1-75

adobe and jacal

adobe 5LAl4168, Level

II and III;
5LAl416C, Level
11

Archaeomagnetic samples from
Early Sopris Phase sites produced a
date of A.D. 1140+43 for the jacal
ramada (Feature 1-75) which is
considered to be an addition to the
Feature 3-75 jacal and adobe struc-
tuties

The Level III rcom, Feature
77, at 5LAl416B produced d4n archa-
eomagnetic date of A.D. 1090+41

from a hearth. Additionally, a
hearth at the same stratigraphic

level outside the structure was
dated at A.D. 1090+17. It seems
likely the use of mud as a predomi-
nant construction material began
late in the Initial Sopris Phase
after inhabitants noted the virtues
of baked clay in jacal construc-
tion, Feature 3-75 utilized adobe
as an apparent footing to hold
posts for the jacal superstructure.
This site represents the earliest
date for adobe construction and is
transitional between jacal and
adobe architectural styles,. The
remaining adobe structures
(5LAL416B and LAl416C) post-date
this site and do not incorporate
posts within the walls. Strati-







































