gathered together to get acquainted, exchange information, knowledge, and

ideas and to have fun.

The BIG WINDS that stopped everything at the Folk Fair early Saturday

afternoon did little damage at Camp Paleo five miles up the Platte. A few
tents collapsed but did not run away. A few things left outside like folding
chairs did, but did not run far. The camp was a bit damp and cool but

Happy Hour complete with hors d'oeuvre caterpiller Early Woman bread
baked by Merle Starr and Ruth Brock, helped warm things up. The Pot

Luck Buffet with grill you own meat was tasty and bountiful.

After supper a group of Happy Hunters full of Happy Hour and steak
grilled on sage brush charcoal discovered what they theorized was the perfect
mammoth-bison procurement set up. Camp Paleo is situated above the North
Platte River on a sand-gravel sage brush bluff about fifty feet above a meadow
then filled with freshly cut baled hay. For the Happy Hunters the hay
bales soon became bison. Small boys retrieved spears from below for small
fees. Our mighty hunters found they were throwing spears about seventy
feet. They were hitting the target below much more frequently than they had
in the afternoon while practicing on the flat Atlatl Shoot Course. The effect-
ive hunting range of the spear thrower for big game is about thirty to forty
feet, unless thrown into a herd of animals. Their spears now went sixty to
seventy feet. How come? They happily postulated that gravity provided
the power of the spear's thrust while accuracy was derived by concentrating
on aiming. It seems to work very well. Surely Early Man must have used

this type of set up to procure game?

Paleo Man sometimes had the meat to grill on sage brush charcoal. We

wonder what they had for their Happy Hour?

After the campfire was going well, the warmly dressed group was treated
to a very informative rap session concerning Paleo Man. Dr. George Frison,
John Albanese, Dennis Stanford, and Chuck Reher spoke of what is now proven

knowledge and of the progress being made to push back the dating of Early

Man in North America.

We wish we had taped this session so we could hand on the information to
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you, but we did not - - in 1982 we shall.

Sunday morning after the professionals finished their pseudo grudge
match on the Shoot the Mammoth Course, George Frison lead a caravan to the
Garret Allen Site. The weather was again threatening. Instead of driving
down to the site, George had the group park off 1-80 and walk quickly down
to the dig. He showed the site, gave a brief resume of what has been
accomplished, and hurried the people back up to the cars only a few minutes
before the heavens opened up again with a most spectacular, dramatic and

bad wind and rain storm.

Saturday morning several hours before the Dedication of the Archaeology
Exchibit, a very thoughtful person placed a hastily made WELCOME sign

printed in Chinese at the entrance of the Archaeology Room.

Dr. Hu Chang-Kang, vertebrate paleontologist, and Dr. Gai Pei, archae-
ologist, both from Peking, Republic of China, joined in the fun at Camp Paleo
for two days. They were visiting Rocky Mountain archaeology sites with Dr.
Dennis Stanford, curator, North American Archaeology, Smithsonian Institute,
Washington, D.C. It was great to have visitors from Asia at the Dedication
of our man out of Asia archaeology exhibit. Dr. Pei was observed for over an
hour making notes of the displays. It tickles the exhibit developers to think
that their dates could possibly be taken back to China.

Skip Neal, Denver Museum of Natural History, was in Saratoga for the
opening of the Katherine Bakeless Nason Archaeology Exhibit. Skip had con-
ducted a Museum Workshop in Saratoga several years before the Historical
and Cultural Center opened. She designed the floor plan for the Archaeology
Exhibit. [t was a great pleasure to show her what has been accomplished
at the Center. She sure started the Historical and Cultural Association off
on the right foot. An excellent example of what cooperation between the pro-

fessional and the amateur can achieve.

Lou and Lulu Steege, Cheyenne, sold their handcrafted silver, turquoise

and coral jewelry at the Folk Fair,
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Warmly dressed listeners around campfire rap session.

Hu Chang-Kang Gai Pei
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Ella Pitman, one of our guests from the Colorado Archaeology Society,

demonstrated basket making.

There is always a crowd around Bruce Bradley's authentic reproductions
of pre-historic polychrome pots and his diagnostic flint projectile points.
Bruce reported he was very pleased with his sales. He will be back for the

July 17, 1982, Folk Fair to do all of his things.

The Atlatl Contests and Flintknapping, organized and publicized by
Archaeology and Historical and Cultural Center, will be an annual affair held
in July during the Folk Fair. Primitive camping at Camp Paleo is offered to

participators.

July 17th is the date set for the 1982 Historical and Cultural Association's

Folk Fair. Anyone with arts or crafts to display and sell is welcome.

Our amateur spear throwers would like to throw with the pros. In 1982

we will not differentiate between professional and amateur.

The 1982 winners of Rod Laird's Sixth Grade Atlatl Contest will open the
July 17th Atlatl Contest.

Most of the Archaeoclogists who participated in our first week end of fun
and games indicated they would be back in Saratoga in July of 1982. Dennis
Stanford cannot. Dr. Hu Chang-Kang, vertebrate paleontologist from Peking,
China, and Dr. Dennis Stanford expect to work together the Summer of 1982
at a site in North China. Their findings could date back 20,000 to 50,000
years.. This work could surely push back the possible dates of when the

mammoth hunters from Asia crossed Beringia to North America.
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Talk Dr. George Frison gave July 25, 1981, in Saratoga
at the Dedication of the Archaeology Exhibit

at the Historical and Cultural Center

Cultural resources are threatened today as never before. We are faced
with the prospect that the next quarter century will witness the demise of our
historical and archaeological data bases. Although non-economic in nature,
these resources bring pleasure to all of us by revealing the activities of people
here before us and in the process we learn also of past animal populations and
geologic and climatic activities. ~Who among us can express disinterest in the
hundreds of species of animals that became extinct here between about 15,000
and 10,000 or so years ago; of the changes in the landscape and plant com-
munities brought on by changing climatic regimen. Above all, who among us
can claim a lack of interest in the numerous small but viable human groups who
were able to exploit this land by hunting and gathering for at leat 12,000

years and probably many more thousands of years beyond that.

Bear in mind that what we know of these things and events is meagre
indeed. Our present body of knowledge is only a progress report since we
can only look at small remnants of the past. To the archaeologist, the un-
necessary loss of data are a saddening experience. The solutions to these
problems are never clear cut but only one thing almost universally agreed
upon is that the proper dispersal of information or educaton of the people
produces the best results toward the realization of the best possible conser-
vation of our vanishing historical and archaeological resources. In the past
decade we have seen education involving not only the young but it has been

extended to those of all ages and life styles.

The archaeology exhibit being dedicated today is a community project.
The museum is an interpretive center that is an integral part of the education
of the young and old alike. It reflects the care and concern for cultural re-
sources resulting from informative teaching beginning in the early stages of
elementary education and extending to everyone in the community. It stems
from strong and active archaeological and historical societies. It comes from

a close cooperation and a feeling of mutual respect between amateur historian
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and archaeologist and the so-called professional. It demonstrates that the
two groups working together can produce worthwhile results. This is a
model that other communities can copy and the results will be a better
attitude toward cultural resources that, with the proper treatment, can en-
rich our everyday life. I am pleased to see the concern expressed here for

our non-economic resources and [ am confident that this community will con-

tinue to be a leader in these kinds of efforts.

Dr. George C. Frison giving feature speech at the dedication
of Archaeology Room at Saratoga Historical & Cultural Center - July 25, 1981
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ATLATL CONTESTS

The targets for the Atlatl Shoot were three and one-half feet by four
and one-half feet with red and yellow bullseyes. Various materials for tar-
gets were experimented with. Six ply heavy cardboard was found the most
satisfactory. They held up with repeated use and gave off any authoratative

"thwack" when the spear entered.

For the mammoth shoot there were three large rolled hay bales, side by
side, on a hay wagon with target propped against each bale. Below was a
same sized cardboard skirt to keep the shafts out of the hay wagon tires and

the ground.

The contestants threw from thirty feet and had five chances. The red
bullseye scored three, the yellow circle scored two, and hitting the target

scored one. High score won.

Three of the same sized targets were used for the Paleo Shoot, a stalking
game. These targets were reinforced with wood, propped up by 2x4's and
were fifty feet, 125 feet and 200 feet apart. Contestants kept throwing

until the target was hit. Low score won.

Winners: ‘
PROFESSIONALS AMATEURS SIXTH GRADE
1. Bruce Bradley 1. Rod Laird 1. Jason Campbell
2. Dennis Stanford 2. Bob Randall 2. Bryant Chesbro
3. George Frison 3. John Gilman 3. Bryan Chesbro
TIE:
§Mark Rohrbacher
4.

(Randy Wagoner
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