Figure 2: Medicine Bow Project Prehistoric Site Location
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Figure 3: Map of Site Frequency Per Grid Unit
with Control Point Values
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RESERVOIR

Successive lines indicate increased site density: successive hatched lines

indicate decreased site density.
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Figure 4: Trend Surface Map of Site Density
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Figure 5: Trend Surface Map of Site Density Employing Site Ranking
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Figure 6:

Partial Vegetation
Map of the
Medicine Bow Mine
(after Mine
Reclamation
Consultants,

inc., 1977)
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ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE CARBON BASIN

by

Jana Vosika Pastor and Rhoda Owen Lewis
Metcalf-Zier Archaeologists, Inc.

During the summer of 1980, an archaeological inventory and
some limited testing was conducted for Energy Development Com-
pany on nine and one-half sections of land within the Carbon
Basin. The Carbon Basin is located in Carbon County, Wyoming,
approximately six miles northeast of the town of Elk Mountain.
The Basin is bordered on the west by the Saddleback Hills and
to the south by the Medicine Bow Mountains. The project area
is cut by three intermittent streams. Second and Third Sand
creeks drain east/northeast to the Medicine Bow River, which
in turn flows to the Seminoe Dam. First Sand Creek meanders
northeast to Allen Lake. Many small springs, dams and small
ephemeral drainages dot the landscape.

Carbon Basin supports a diverse vegetative community.
Riparian zones exist along the Medicine Bow River and there
are small juniper breaks along some of the ridges. However,
the majority of the Basin is a sagebrush-grassland zone.

The average elevation of the project area is 7200 feet
with approximately 400 feet of local relief. Sandstone out-
crops are common and vary from massive, continuous outcrops
to small isolated ones. Wind and water erosion has sculptured
some of the outcrops providing suitable habitats and protection
from the elements. The area also contains large flat ridge tops,
gently rolling hills, and lush river bottoms. The Carbon Basin
provides easy access to the foothills and mountain regions of
the Medicine Bows and to the Hanna and Shirley Basins.

During the initial literature search for this project, it
was found that little previous archaeological work had been done
in the Carbon Basin. However, several sites, which have been
reported in or near the Basin, are of archaeological signifi-
cance and are eligible for nomination to the National Register
of Historic Places. The Garrett Allen/Elk Mountain site is
located approximately eight miles southwest of the project area.
It is a stratified site containing Woodland type pottery, lithics
and butchered bone.

The Nidiwh site is within the confines of the Carbon Basin
and is a multi-component site containing stone circles, rock
shelters, Intermontaine Ware pottery, ltihics and burned bone
(predominantly elk). Small surveys have been conducted in the
Carbon Basin by Western Wyoming College, the Bureau of Land
Management, and the Wyoming Recreation Commission.
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