RECENT PALEQ INDIAN PROJECTILE POINT SURFACE FINDS
FROM ALBANY CQOUNTY, WYOMING

by Steven E. Lund

Of all Indian artifacts from the Northwestern Plains, Paleo Indian projectile points
are perhaps the most interesting for both aesthetic and scientific reasons. Character=-
istically exhibiting excellent workmanship, such familiar examples as Eden, Agate
Basin, Hell Gap, and others, although usually rare as surface finds, have been
collected throughout the state. The following report is an account of recent Paleo
Indian projectile point surface finds from near Laramie, Albany County, Wyoming.

Between August, 1978, and May, 1980, the writer conducted random archaeological
investigations of the southern Laramie Basin and the western slope of the Laramie
Mountains for some 48 kilometers north, and 32 kilometers south of Laramie (Fig.1).
Seventy~-eight recognizable projectile points (ranging in age from Folsom to Historic)
and numerous other artifacts were found.

Unfortunately, many of the projectile points found were incomplefe which sometimes
rendered identification difficult. To clarify this problem, Paleo Indian projectile
points, and suspected Paleo points were categorized into three classes (Chart A).
Class A includes confirmed Paleo points (points complete enough to be positively
identified as Paleo). Class B consists of probable Paleo points ( points too incomplete
for positive identification, but which indicated Paleo). Class C is possible Paleo
points (very fragmentary pieces having at least some Paleo point characteristics).

Of the 78 points found, six are Class A Paleo Indian projectile points, five are

Class B, and three are Class C.

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PALEC [INDIAN PROJECTILE POINTS

Text Descriptions accompanied by location map (Fig. 1), and illustrations (Fig. 2).

1. Harney Creek Site - Situated on a hill overlooking the Harney Creek Reservoir
some 13 kilometers south of Laramie, the Harney Creek Site was apparently
used as a compsite from the Folsom Period through the Late Prehistoric Period.
Class A #1, a predominately complete Folsom, was found in a shallow ravine
at the top of the hill. The 3.7 em point exhibits fluting on both sides, although
the flute on side B is wider than on side A. Made of a dull yellow chalcedony
covered with heavy white patina, the point bears grinding on the lower 2.6 ecm,
and the top exhibits impact fracture flake scars.

A second point ( Class B #1) was found some 25 meters from Class A #1, This
point, due to its incompleteness, and also because of its apparent distortion by
fire, presents identification difficulty. It is 1.7 cm long and made of a green
quartzite. Side C exhibifs typical Folsom type transverse flaking on the edges
and narrow end, with a large flake scar or flute down the middle. Side D is not
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fluted, but exhibits a large wide crack extending about 1 cm from the top down.
It is also transversely flaked,

The main problem is determining whether this specimen ( Class B #1) is an
impact fractured tip of a Folsom or some other point, or the reworked base of

a one half fluted Folsom point. The large scar or flute on side C is rippled

from the narrow end toward the bottom, indicating removal from the narrow end.
If the removal of the flake on side C was a deliberate fluting attempt, then the
narrow end is probably the reworked base of a Folsom. Anocther possibility is
that both the un-dislodged flake on side D and the flake scar on side C are
impact fractures. Whether or not the flake scar and the crack are fluting
attempts, the general shape and flaking pattern of this specimen indicates
Folsom.

A tip fragment of a third point (Class C #1) was discovered near Class A #1.,
Although too incomplete to identify, this point tip could also be of Folsom
age. It is made of a heavily patinated clear chert, the same material of

which an eared scraper ( characteristic of the Paleo Indian Period) and other
broken tools and flakes from this site were made of. Two gravers found resembie
those from other Folsom sites. Cne is a retouched flake of yellow-green
quartzite. The other appears to be o reworked projectile point fashioned into
a graver. Made of white quartzite, the small specimen (1.7 cm long) has
basal ears and a flaked tip. Heavy grinding on the entire object except for the
tip has almost obliterated the flake scars. Seven broken projectile points

of probable Archaic or Late Prehistoric Period age, several eroded fire hearths
containing charcoal, and occasional scattered bone fragments were also found

at this site.

Hutton Lake Site - Class B #2, a midsection of a projectile point with a diamond
cross section, was found near a butte by Hutton Lake (13 kilometers southwest
of Laramie). A probable Eden, this is the only Paleo Indian projectile point
found by the writer in the Laramie Basin proper. It is 1.2 ¢cm long and made

of red and white striped quartzite. Eight Archaic period points, one Historic
iron trade poinf, other broken artifacts, and two stone circles were also
discovered here.

The Ninth Street Scottsbluff Point = Probably the base of a Scottshluff point,
Cless A #2, was an isolated find with no evident association to any site. It
was found at the base of a ridge roughly three kilometers northeast of Laramie
on Ninth Street. Made of red and grey chert, the 4,0 x 2.3 cm specimen is
transversely flaked. The point (lenticular in cross section) has light basal
grinding on the shoulders.

The Rock Quarry Site - This productive site near a modern rock quarry, eight
kilometers northeast of Laramie, yielded Class A #3, three Archaic Period pro=-
jectile points, two Late Prehistoric Period projectile points, and other artifacts.
Made of brown chert and lenticular in cross section, Class A #3 is tapered and
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ground on the edges suggesting the upper base of a Hell Gap point. Side L
of the 3.3 c¢m piece has a milky yellow patina and parallel oblique flaking,
whereas side K has collateral flaking. Also on side L are two longitudinal
basal thinning flakes.

The occurence of three rock cairns and at least six large stone circles on the
ridges either side of the stone quarry are important additional features of this
site,

The Wallrock Creek Reservoir Area - The Wallrock Creek reservoir area,
(about 28 kilometers north of Laramie) including the upper creek and canyon,
and Bell and Horned Owl caves, are well known to archaeologists in the area.
Previous excavation of the caves and collection of surface artifacts indicate
extensive occupation from Folsom through Historic times ( Zeimens and Walker,
1974; Zeimens, personal communication).

Two Class A, three Class B, and two Class C Paleo Indian projectile points,

and 12 more recent projectile points were found here by the writer. Cther
artifacts including scrapers, flake tools, choppers and other tools made of chert,
quartzite, and obsidian were also found.

Cf particular interest was Class A %4, a piece of a Folsom, only the second
confirmed Folsom point known to have been found here (the other was located
in Bell Cave~ Zeimens, personal communication ). Discovered on the south
slope of the canyon mouth, the 1.9 cm specimen is fluted on both sides, and
made of clear chert covered with light patina. The size and angle of the
collateral flake scars on the edge of the point are similar to the flake scars of
Class B #3, a possible fragment of an unfluted Folsom. Also from the south
slope, Class B #3 is made of clear chert without patina. Another Paleo point
from the south slope ( Class B #4) is a tip bearing oblique flaking on both sides.
Itis 1.5 cm long and made of yellow-grey quartzite. Two fragmentary pieces
of possible Paleo points ( Class C) from the south slope were too incomplete
for identification, although visible flake scars suggest oblique flaking.

A red quartzite tip, Class B #5 was found near the edge of the reservoir.

This point (2.1 ¢m) has a thin lenticular cross section and fine parallel oblique
flaking. Class A #5 was found approximately one kilometer downstream from the
reservoir. The 3.5 cm specimen is parallel obliquely flaked with slight uneven
shoulders tapering into short ears at the base. Made of clear chert, the point

is lenticular in cross section and lacks basal grinding.

The Sheeprock Site = A small campsite located on the bank of North Sybille
Creek near Sheeprock, approximately 43 kilometers north of Laramie, yielded
Class A #6. This broken specimen is characterized by a thick lenticular cross
section, collateral flaking, a straight base, and evenly tapered sides. These
traits, along with the point's basal grinding are indicative of Agate Basin.

The specimen is 2.2 em long and made of yellow quartzite. Additional artifacts
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from this and other nearby sites include both Archaic and Late Prehistoric Period
projectile points, scrapers, bifaces (including a 20 cm long biface made of
volcanic rhyolite), retouch flakes, and broken tools and flakes.

COMMENTS

The total number of Paleo Indian projectile points ( Class A and B) located during
the two years of the investigation is 11, or 14% of the 78 points found. This

is believed to be a high percentage of Paleo points for one collection in Wyoming.
Observation of many projectile point collections from the state show that Paleo
Indian projectile points usually comprise only a small percentage of any one collec-
tion. An example is the writer's collection of approximately 260 projectile points
from central Wyoming. Only about 4.5% of these points are Paleo Indian, a

figure probably resembling that of most projectile point collections from the state.
Therefore it seems plausible that the Laramie area is one of the better Paleo Indian
artifact producing areas of the state.

As indicated on the map, Paleo Indian projectile points tended to occur mostly along
the western slope of the Laramie Mountains, or nearby ridges and buttes. With the
exception of Class B #2, no Paleo points were found during the survey in the greater
basin, although many later types were. This could suggest that Paleo Indian activity
was concentrated near the mountains rather than in the basin. A more probable
explanation is that the ridgetops, hillsides, and butte areas are places where geo-
logical conditions favor long exposure of Paleo points, making discovery of them
more likely. This is particularly evident with the Paleo Indian projectile points from
the south slope of the Wallrock Creek canyon, the rock quarry find, and others

from rocky areas. The heavy patina on many of thes points combined with their
fragmentary condition attest to long exposure to the elements.

Undoubtably, additional Paleo Indian projectile points will be found, which combined
with the data presented here, with other previous surface found Paleo points, and with
information ootained from excavated sites, will help to form a more rounded picture
of the Paleo Indian Period in the area.
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Chart A

Classification of Paleo Indian
projectile points

Class A Confirmed Paleeo Indian
projectile points -

Class B Probable Paleo Indian
projectile points

Class C Possible Paleo Indian
projectile points
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e. Example: The spot near th

and Class C #1, respectively, were found there.



























