Cobble Tools

Specimen # 7 is a small porcelainite cobble with unifacial retouch on one
corner. This sharp irregular edge could have served as a cutting implement. See
Figure 5a.

Specimen 8 is a large porcelainite cobble with poor fracture quality (numer-
ous faults which caused flakes to terminate in step fractures) which nevertheless has
been flaked to form two sharp jagged edges. The tool may have served as a chopper
or heavy duty butchering or digging tool. It is deemed unlikely that the specimen was
a core primarily used for the production of flakes as the quality of the cobble is too
poor to produce flakes of a predictable form or size. See Figure 5b,

Stone Debris

A total of seven flakes were collected which represent the results of various
stone working activities on the site. Two core reduction flakes, two broken flakes
(those lacking platforms and which cannot be assigned to the core reduction or biface
thinning categories with certainty), and three biface thinning flakes are represented
(see Table 1),

Specimen # 9 is a quartzite biface thinning flake (Figure 5¢).

Specimen # 10 is the midsection of a non-volcanic natural glass flake. No
cortex is present on this specimen. See Figure 5d.

Specimen # 11 is a porcelainite core reduction flake which lacks cortex
(Figure 5e).

Specimen # 12 is a porcelainite biface thinning flake lacking cortex (Figure 5f).

Specimen # 13 is a porcelainite biface thinning flake with no cortex (Fig. 5g).

Specimen # 14 is a broken flake of porcelainite (Figure 5h). No corfex is
present on this specimen.

Specimen # 15 is a core reduction flake of porcelainite, There is no cortex on
this specimen (Figure 51).

Artifacts = Modern

Three metal shell casings were found just east of datum on the highest part of
the site. These specimens indicate the utilization of this spot as an observation point
and hunting stand by modern hunters. Prehistoric hunters may have used the site in
much the same way, lacking only the long range projectiles.
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Specimen # 16 is a 25-35 caliber center - fire rifle cartridge casing.

Specimen f 17 is a 30 -06 Springfield center - fire rifle cartridge casing.

Specimen # 18 is a second 30 -06 Springfield casing.

DRY CREEK SITE # 2 (48Ca180)

This activity area, designated 48 Ca 180, is located approximately 1500 feet
southeast of Dry Creek #1(48Ca179). The area was defined on the basis of five
chipped stone items (Figure 6). It is situated on a level spot at the head of a small
intermittant tributary at an elevation some 20 to 30 feet lower than Dry Creek # 1,
Very sparce vegetation cover is present on this location. The center of the quarter=
quarter section was used as datum for the site as this location had been surveyed by
Powers Elevation in preparation for drilling. The same fieid methodology was used for
recording as at Site # 1, Because the site was located in an area which would be
directly impacted by the development of a drilling operation all material was collected.
No stone features were found and the chipped stone items are described below and in

Table 2,
Artifacts = Prehistoric

Four artifacts were mapped and collected from 48 Ca 180, These include a
scraper, core and two flake tools. Some sheet erosion may have occurred on this
site which would have resulted in erosional (horizontal ) displacement of some small
items. Dimensions are not available for the specimens but all items are illustrated
actual size in Figures 7 and 8 and estimated dimensions taken from the drawings are
given in Table 2. Notes on the lithic materials represented by the specimens are

also presented in Table 2.

Scraper

Specimen # 1 is a large unifacial, plano - convex end scraper made on a flake.
The flake blank was a large core reduction flake lacking cortex (Figure 7a=-c).

Core

Specimen # 4 is a roughly circular, plano - convex (pyramidal ) core. No
cortex is remaining on the specimen (Figure 8a=-c).

Flake Tools

Specimen # 2 is a large broken flake lacking cortex which exhibits minimal
secondary flaking along both lateral edges. The sharp jagged edges may have served
some cutting function (Figure 8f-g).

Specimen # 5 is a secondary decortication flake exhibiting minimal bifacidl
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scarring along one sharp lateral edge. This specimen may also have served as a small

knife (Figure 8d~e).
Stone Debris

Specimen # 3 is a small unifacial retouch flake (Frison 1967, 1968) which is
of lithic material identical fo the end scraper described above. Although this flake
could not be fitted back to the scraper with confidence, we believe that it was almost
certainly removed from the scraper and that this indicates the use and resharpening of

the scraper on the site.  Such resharpening was common in animal processing areas
associated with kills ( Frison 1967, 1968).

DISCUSSION OF THE DRY CREEK SITES

Function of the Dry Creek sites is of interest because identification of function
may allow us to compare the site to functionally different sites of the same time period,
This should aid interpretation of the annual cycle of activities of groups who occupied
the region in Late Prehistoric times. Before functional interpretations will have much
meaning, however, we must be able to identify, as nearly as possible, the cultural
group responsible for creating the archeological site.

The meager evidence collected from Dry Creek can be interpreted as the results
of Crow Indian activities. That the Crow were using the Belle Fourche River area
around the Dry Creek sites is evidenced by finds of Crow pottery in the area (Frison
1976:37, 44). At present, ceramics of the Intermountain Tradition (Shoshoni) are not
reported from the Belle Fourche River Basin (Frison 1976; Wedel 1954). This is not to
suggest that the Shoshoni never utilized the area or hunted there, only that Crow Indian
activities may have been more intensive along the Belle Fourche than were Shoshonean

activities.

The complete projectile point from Dry Creek # 1 is a triangular side and basal
notched form similar to specimens from Crow sites such as Piney Creek (Frison 1967,
1967b) and Big Goose Creek (Frison, Wilson and Walker 1978). But, comparable
point types have also been recovered from sites believed tc represent Shoshonean
occupations (Frison 1971, 1976:41; Brox and Miller 1974:17, Figure 7). The John
Gale and Eden -Farson sites, however, are located in the Great Divide Basin of south~
western Wyoming in an area known to have been occupied by the Shoshoni ( Frison 1971;
Brox and Miller 1974).

A third aspect of the Dry Creek sites also points to possible Crow occupation,
Some of the lithic materials represented at the site is the same as materials considered
typical of Crow occupationsinthe Powder River Basin 50 to 100 miles to the northwest
(Frison 1967, 1967b; Frison et al 1968; Frison 1974; Frison, Wilson and Walker 1978:3,
22-23). These lithic materials include porcelainite (metamorphosed shale ) from the
Powder River Basin and natural glass from burned coal beds in southeastern Montana
(Frison, Wilson and Walker 1978). These materials, along with small amounts of
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obsidian, occur repeatedly on Crow sites. Table 3 compares the frequency of porcel-
ainite, natural glass, obsidian and other lithics from the Dry Creek sites, the Piney
Creek sites and the Big Goose Creek site.  The data from the latter fwo sites is taken
directly from Frison (1967 : Tables 1 and 2) and Frison, Wilson and Walker (1978 : Tables
T and 2). Because the samples from the Dry Creek sites are so small they must be view-
ed with some caution. The frequencies of lithic materials from the Dry Creek # 1 site
fall within the range of variation represented by the Crow sites. The Dry Creek # 2
site frequencies appear aberrant, but this may be an artifact of the very small sample
size. These lithic frequencies indicate that the people at Dry Creek had access to
similar lithic materials as did the Crow. Variations which occur in these lithic fre-
quencies may reflect seasonality or direction of movement as discussed by Rher and
Frison (1977) and will not necessarily indicate that more than one group is represented.

We have, then, three lines of evidence which tend to supporf the assignment of
the Dry Creek sites to the Crow. These are as follows: (1) geographical location ==
The Belle Fourche and Dry Creek site area are known to have been utilized by the Crow
in Late Prehistoric times (see Frison 1976; Reher 1977b); (2) the projectile point style=-
Triangular side and basal notched arrowpoints are a recurrent type on known Crow sites;
(3) frequencies of lithic materials —- The types and frequencies of lithic material from
Dry Creek # 1 is very similar to those of known Crow sites. While we have argued that
the Dry Creek sites may represent Crow activities in the Belle Fourche River Basin, we
emphasize that this is simply one hypothesis for which there is some support. We recog-
nize that several distinct ethnic groups were active in the region during Late Prehistoric
times (Reher 1977b) and lacking precise chronological control it is difficult fo even
determine what part of the Late Prehistoric occupance of the area we are actually deal-
ing with. Therefore, we do not wish to preclude the possibility that the Dry Creek
sites may represent activity of non-Crow bison hunting groups such as the Cheyenne who
were active in the Black Hills to the northeast of Dry Creek during terminal Late Pre-
historic and Protohistoric times (Reher 1977 :20; 1977b).

Despite potential problems, we believe it is of value to search for the cultural
identity of such sites as Dry Creek. Cultural identification makes functional interpre-
tations of sites relevant to the study of a particular group's overall settlement - subsis~
tence pattern.

Site Function

As suggested, we believe that Dry Creek ¥ 1 may represent a hunters stand where
individuals could watch for game and camp for brief periods. It is possible that the stone
ring represents the remains of a temporary shelter used by hunters. The artifacts and
debris from the site were all carried to the camp spot. The site does not represent a
lithic processing station or workshop where individuals came to manufacture tools or
blanks. Suitable lithic material is not available at the site nor are any close~by
sources of knapable material known. This means that whatever was brought to the site
was part of the tool kits of the individuals who utilized the site for a given, pessibly
preconceived, task. Debris and artifacts that were collected from the site should re=
flect the nature of the tool kits which were carried in and used there, Items collected
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