TABLE A

Location

Material Types Surface Excavation Test 4
POINTS 3 > 1 0
REWORKED FLAKES 18 4 ?
UNWORKED FLAKES 16 31 148
WORKED COBBLES 3 0 1
AWLS 1 0 0
END SCRAPERS 2 0 0
KNIFE 0 0 1
BIFACE 1 0 1
STEATITE VESSEL FRAGMENTS 4 0 0
UNIDENTIFIED TOOL FRAGS, 2 0 2
BONE ] ] 30
FIREPIT [ **¥ 1 2
TIPI RINGS 7 ? 0

* Includes the point blade found in embankment just west of the creek.

L Badly broken shaft of a small longbone taken out of the roadcut on top of the

terrace not in association with anything.
o The firepit found in the middle of the roadbed is not included here.

Table A,
Listing of cultural material and features found on 48PA43.  The first column

includes all material found on the surface, the second column includes all
material found in the excavation of Tests 1, 2, and 3, on the western terrace.
Column three lists the material recovered in the excavation of Test 4 on the
low green grass terrace on the east side of Whit Creek.  All the bone
fragments were so small that identification was impossible.
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD OF
CASPER  MOUNTAIN

By Steven E. Lund
Casper Chapter Wyoming Archaeological Society

In the past, various land surfaces in Wyoming were disturbed and altered by development
such as road construction, housing, mining, and flooding before the area was examined
for its archaeological value,  Consequently, any archaeological sites that might have
existed in these locations were needlessly destroyed.  Today, many areas of Wyoming
are experiencing new development, and Wyoming archaeologists == both amateur and
professional == are recording the archaeological data in these areas before they are dis-
turbed. In anficipation of future development projects coming to the Casper Mountain
area of Natrona County, the writer conducted an archaeological survey of this area from

1972 - 1976.

During the survey period, Casper Mountain and the Goose Egg area were explored by
foot, and all sites located were recorded on maps.  Some of the sites from the Goose
Egg area and south western Casper Mountain were briefly described in a report published
by the Wyoming Field Science Foundation, "Records in Stone and Bone" (1975). In
addition o personal discoveries, information about the archaeology of the area was ob~
tained from other collectors who had found artifacts'on the mountain,

The only site from the study area that was excavated (with the exception of two small
test plots at Jackson's Canyon Site ¥ 1) was the Goose Egg Bison Site (page ). A
detailed report of this site, including photographs and maps, is on the State Archae-
ological site file at the University of Wyoming (# 48Na55).

Geography of the Casper Mountain Area

Casper Mountain is located at the northern most tip of the Laramie Mountain Range in
cenfral Wyoming. It runs almost exactly east-west, and the main fault is located on
the north side.  The highest point of the mountain is 8, 130 feet; the mountain is
about three miles wide, and some ten miles long.  The City of Casper is located in the
flood plain of the North Platte River four miles to the north.  The "Casper Site", «
Paleo = Indian bison kill site, is located seven miles north of the mountain,  Flanking
Casper Mountain on the southwest is Coal Mountain (7,000 feef), and on the south-
east is Muddy Mountain (8,000 feet). A strip of rangeland averaging about a quarter
of a.mile wide separates Casper Mountain from both Muddy and Coal Mountains.

The greatest surface area of Casper Mountain lies south of the main fault, an area that
gradually slopes down into Muddy Mountain and Coal Mountain.  Just off the main
mountain to the east and west, are two similar areas of rugged, dissected topography.
Gravel capped pediment surfaces slope north from Casper Mountain info the City of
Casper.
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Figure # 1. Map of the Casper Mountain Area.
The numbered dots show the locations of significant sites.  They are

numbered in the order of appearance in the report (i.e., ¥ 1 is the
Harned Site, # 2 is the Goose Egg Bison Site, etc.) .
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Precambrian Granite is the main rock formation in the middle and northern parts of the
mountain, and much of this area is covered by forests of fir, pine, and aspen. The
Madison Limestone, which outcrops south of the Precambrian and Cambrian Formation
contains nodules of chert which may have been used by Indians for making tools.  The
Casper Sandstone, comprising much of the surface area of Casper Mountain, lies south

of the Madison, and contains exposures of quartzite which was utilized for tools by the
Indigns. The Goose Egg formation is exposed south of the Casper Formation. It out=-
crops between Casper Mountain and Muddy and Coal Mountains,  Chert from this forma-
tion was also utilized by Indians for making tools.

Casper Mountain Sites

The writer has subdivided the Casper Mountain area into two sections.  The first section,
designated area * 1 comprises the sites'on the west end of Casper Mountain and the Goose
Egg area (see attached map).  Area 2 includes all sites on Casper Mountain east of
Red Creek. A description of each site is given, but locations are narrowed down to
sectionsonly.  Although isolated finds of significance are mentioned, generally just

the largest sites in the study area are examined in this report.  Of the nineteen sites
included, only some from area # 1 have yet been assigned site file numbers in the state

site file.
Area 7 1 Sites

1. The Harned Site (#48Na65)
Location: Township 32 N., Range 81 W., Section 11.

This site is located on a level field adjacent to a small spring.  The full extent of
this site is uncertain, as a mobile home now rests on what may have been the main
part of the site. A possible fire hearth is present at this site, but has been
damaged. It consisted of five river cobbles arranged in a circle.  Near this
possible hearth were found fragments of bone of uncertain identity some pieces of
freshwater clam shells, flakes of quartzite, chert, and agate, and a late Middle
Period projectile point.  Two fragments of projectile points were also discovered.
This site has been almost completely destroyed, but flakes were unearthed when
trees were planted around the home.

2. The Goose Egg Bison Site (48Na55)
Location: Township 32 N., Range 81 W., Section 11,

This site is presently threatened by road construction, but fortunately a good dedl
of work has already been conducted at this site.  The site is located on a level
field about fifty yards from a stream. It may be both a kill and butchering site.
On the southern part of this site a campsite is located in which two side scrapers,
an end scraper, a chopper, and retouch flakes were found.  Flakes of several
types of lithic material were found randomly scattered over the surface, A tri-
angular Middle Period type point, a drill, and a fragment of a projectile point
were also found.  Bison bones (Bison bison) were exposed on the surface, and
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an excavation was conducted in the area where the bones seemed to be concentrated.
Upon excavation, bones of an immature bison were uncovered.  Most of the bones
were scaftered, but some were stacked on top of each other.  The majority of the
bones were broken and displayed butchering marks, and the only artifacts found in
the excavation were a few sharpening flakes.

Other artifacts and flakes, including two Late Period projectile points (one ob-
sidian, one blue chert) were found near separate clusters of complete and broken
river cobbles on the "Little Red Buttes" a few hundred yards north of the bison site.

Gillingham Site (48Naé0)
Location: Township 32 N., Range 81 W., Section 12.

A large campsite discovered on a slope and an adjacent level field near a very deep
spring, yielded at least six projectile points.  Three of the points are early Middle
Period type, while a third is a late Middle Period type.  The other points are only
pieces, but are probably also Middle Period, A few cores and many flakes of quarts—
ite, chert, agate, and other lithic materials were found throughout the site. A
mano, pieces of clam shell, an awl, side and end scrapers, a biface, and retouch
flakes were also found,

Matheson Creek Site
Location: Township 32 N., Range 81 W., Section 12.

This campsite along the west bank of Matheson Creek, is just across the road from
the Goose Egg Inn. A total of five projectile points were found here, One is
a Middle Period type and three are small side notched points of Late Prehistoric
Period type. One end scraper, and two retouch flakes were found.  Flakes are
also present,

Jackson's Canyon Site # 1 (48Naé6 ).
Location: Township 32 N., Range 80 W., Section 18,

Situated in a sandy clearing along the edge of Jackson's Canyon, this site is well
preserved, and appears to have been occupied in both the Middle and Late Pre~
historic Periods.  Four Middle Period projectile points and five Late Period cor-
ner notched points were found here.  This site was probably a major tool making
camp as numerous flakes and several reject tools were found.  Quartzite and
chert of many colors were the most common lithic material found, but obsidian was
also found in quantity.  Unifaces, bifaces, and retouch flakes were also present.
Two small test plots were excavated at this site.  Flakes were unearthed in both
tests, but bedrock was reached from three fo six inches below the surface.

Jackson's Canyon Site # 2 ( 48Na59).
Location: Township 32 N., Range 81 W., Section 12,

This poorly preserved but extensive site is cut by a county road and borders
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