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LOCAL COMMITTEE
Dewey and Janice Baars

Cher Burgess                                   Julie Francis
Katheryn Hansen                        Bonnie Johnson
Margot and Paul Joy                   Marcel Kornfeld 
Mary Lou Larson                                 Mark Miller
Danny Walker                                       Judy Wolf

PLEASE BE SURE TO BID LOTS OT TIMES AND 
WITH GREAT ENTHUSIASM ON THE SILENT 
AUCTION ITEMS.  LET’S MAKE THIS A RECORD 
YEAR FOR MONEY COLLECTED.

THERE WILL BE VENDORS WITH VARIOUS 
GOODS ON DISPLAY IN THE POOL AREA.  
LOOK OVER THE GOODIES.

PLEASE NOTE:  ALL NAME TAGS WILL BE 
COLLECTED DURING THE SATURDAY NIGHT 
BANQUET AND USED FOR THE DOOR PRIZE 
DRAWINGS AFTER THE MEAL.  IF YOU DON’T 
TURN IN YOUR NAME TAG, YOU WILL MISS 
OUT ON REAL FUN DOOR PRIZES.  
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PROGRAM
FRIDAY, MAY 4
	 4-7:00	 Registration, Foster’s Country Corner
	 7:00-?	 Social Hour and Entertainment, 
			   The Wyoming Gamelan
			   Tom Horn Room
SATURDAY, MAY 5
	 7:00	 Coffee and Continental Breakfast,
			   LaRamie & Virginian Rooms
	 8:00	 WAS Business Meeting
	 10:00	 BREAK -- Pool Area
	 10:30	 Paper Presentations
	 12:00	 Lunch (on your own)
	 12:00	 Scholarship Committee Meeting
	 1:30	 Paper Presentations
   2:30        BREAK -- Pool Area
	 5:00	 Social Hour -- LaRamie Room
	 7:00	 Banquet -- Tom Horn Room
	 8:00	 Scholarships Announced;Special
			          Awards; Silent Auction Results
	 8:30	 Dr. Payson Sheets, Following in their 
			   footsteps:  Remote sensing, tombs, 
			   and footpaths in ancient Costa Rica
SUNDAY, MAY 6
	 7:00	 WAF breakfast meeting, 
			   LaRamie Room
	 9:50	 Field Trip. Meet in Foster’s Parking 
			   Lot
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The Wyoming Gamelan
Semar Pegulingan

Chandra Wyoga
	 Chandra Wyoga means “Meditation on the Beauty of 
the Full Moon”, a special pleasure in the State of Wyoming.  
This name was chose by gamelan master and musical di-
rector I Made Lasmawan.  It is from Bali, Indonesia and is 
the type called semar pegulingan.

	 The performers are students, faculty and staff from 
the University of Wyoming and members of the Laramie 
community.  The gamelan rehearses weekly and learns 
together to perform the beautiful and exciting music of Bali.
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WELCOME TO THE 
2001 ANNUAL MEETING,

WYOMING 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

SOCIETY

	 Welcome to Laramie and the 48th annual meeting of 
the Wyoming Archaeological Society.  The members of the 
June Frison Chapter (the youngest chapter of the Society) 
are pleased to be able to serve as your hosts for this year’s 
meeting and are looking forward to a long association with 
the society.  We think we have an excellent program set 
up, with lots of entertainment and activities.  Please be sure 
and support the silent auction and the various venders who 
will be around on Saturday.  The Sunday field trip will be 
fun, if you’ve never been to the Territorial Prison before.  As 
usual, we have an excellent set of research papers set up 
for your enjoyment.  The speakers will be around all day so 
be sure and talk to them about their research.  

	 Relax, have fun, and enjoy your stay in Laramie.

DEWEY BAARS AND THE LOCAL ORGANIZING 
COMMITTEE, JUNE FRISON CHAPTER, WAS
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Dr. Payson Sheets
Department of Anthropology

University of Colorado, Boulder

Following in their 	 footsteps:  Remote sensing, 
tombs, and footpaths in ancient Costa Rica

ABSTRACT:  Remote sensing imagery provided by NASA 
led to the discovery of faint linear anomalies that were in-
vestigated and determined to be traces of ancient erosional 
footpaths.  The paths link a cemetery located on the Conti-
nental Divide with a spring on the Pacific drainage and two 
repositories of stone for tomb construction.  The paths may 
lead to one or more villages on either side of the divide.  
The implications of ceremonial feasting will be explored, 
as they pertain to one or more villages using the cemetery.
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BIOOGRAPHY: Dr. Payson Sheets was born on New 
Year’s Day in 1944 in Colorado, a fourth generation Colo-
radan.  He did his undergraduate studies at the University 
of Colorado in Boulder.  As an undergraduate, he had a 
number of different majors, including chemistry, math, art 
history and geology.  He was unable to decide on a major 
because so many were of interest and he dropped out of 
school for a year to think it over.  He spent most of that 
year traveling around Europe, and became fascinated with 
archaeological sites and the reasoning process necessary 
to reconstruct past societies from their material remains left 
in the archaeological record.  That solidified his decision, 
and he has been an archaeologist ever since.
	 Sheets completed his graduate studies at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania by receiving his Ph.D. in 1974.  During 
his graduate studies he spent two seasons in fieldwork at 
Chalchuapa, El Salvador, where he meet Fran Mandel, who 
had come from California to join the project.  They married 
three years later and now have two children, Kayla and 
Gabrielle.
	 Sheets has conducted archaeological research in 
the southwestern United States, in western Canada, and 
in Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and 
Panama.  He taught at Pitzer College (Claremont, Califor-
nia), California State University at Fresno, and since 1974 
at the University of Colorado, Boulder, where he has chaired 
the department.
	 Dr. Sheets has published numerous books and ar-
ticles, including (with Don Grayson) Volcanic Activity and 
Human Ecology, Archeology and Volcanism in Central 
America:  The Zapotitan Valley of El Salvador, and (with 
Fred Lange and Suzanne Abel-Vidor) The Archaeology of 
Pacific Nicaragua.
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FIELD TRIP TO WYOMING 
TERRITORIAL PRISON 

AND PARK
arranged by

DRS. CHARLES REHER and
MARCEL KORNFELD

	 Dr. Charles Reher will be leading a field trip 
to the Wyoming Territorial Park on Saturday morn-
ing at 10:00 A.M..  He was able to negotiate a half 
price admission fee of $5.  The group will meet 
just inside the entrance to the park shortly after 10 
A.M.  The tour should last until around noon (two 
hours), depending on whether people would want 
to continue wandering around on their own.  The 
tour will include all the usual museum information 
and history, plus a lot more about the archaeology 
of the Prison than people would usually get.

	 There will be a signup sheet at the confer-
ence registration desk so we know about how many 
people to expect.  There will also be an informa-
tion booklet of some type with some of the basic 
information about the prison and archaeology.
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SCHEDULE OF PAPERS
10:30	 THE ASPEN SECTION CAMP: ANALYSIS OF A 

SMALL CHINESE COMMUNITY
	 Dudley Gardner, Martin Lammers, and Barbara 

Clarke (Western Wyoming College)

10:50	 A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE 2000 
EXCAVATIONS AT THE PINE SPRING SITE:

 IS THERE A DISCERNIBLE EARLY 
HOLOCENE OCCUPATION? 

Robert Kelly, David Byers, William Eckerle, Paul 
Goldstein, John Laughlin, James Mead, Meegan 

Sanderson, Sage Wall (University of Wyoming)

11:00	 LATE PREHISTORIC BISON PROCUREMENT IN 
THE BEAR LODGE MOUNTAINS OF 

WYOMING 
	 Edward Schneider (TRC Mariah Associates Inc.)

11:20	 BARGER GULCH LOCALITY B: A FOLSOM 
SITE IN MIDDLE PARK, COLORADO 

Todd A. Surovell and Nicole M. Waguespack 
(Department of Anthropology, University of Ari-

zona)

11:40	 HORSES IN NATRONA COUNTY ROCK ART 
	 Mavis Greer and John Greer (Greer Services)

1:30	 A STUDY OF THE MORPHOLOGICAL CHANG-
ES IN TIGER CHERT RESULTING FROM HEAT 

TREATMENT 
	 Christopher C. Cooper (University of Wyoming)
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1:50	 THE BLACKS FORK HORSE: AN EARLY HIS-
TORIC PERIOD HORSE SKELETON FROM 

SOUTHWESTERN WYOMING 
	 David Eckles (State Archaeologist’s Office)

2:10	 THE YEAR 2000 STUDIES AT AGATE BASIN, 
WYOMING:  FAUNAL ANALYSIS

Adam C. Graves (University of Wyoming)

2:30	 BREAK

2:50	 A USE-WEAR ANALYSIS OF THE RIVER BEND 
SITE END SCRAPERS 

	 John P. Laughlin (University of Wyoming)

3:10	 ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION: SOME OBSERVATIONS 

AND CONCERNS 
	 Wilfred  M. Husted (retired)

3:30	 ANALYSIS OF NON-LOCAL LITHIC 
RESOURCES FROM THE 

HELEN LOOKINGBILL SITE, 48FR308
	 Pamela Huter (University of Wyoming)

3:50 	 THE BURIAL AT FORT CASPAR 3: 
NEW ANALYSES AND INTERPRETATIONS 

	 Rick L. Weathermon (University of Wyoming )
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PAPER ABSTRACTS
Byers, David  (see Kelly, Robert)

Clarke, Barbara (see Gardner, Dudley)

Cooper, Christopher C. (University of Wyoming) 
A STUDY OF THE MORPHOLOGICAL CHANGES IN 
TIGER CHERT RESULTING FROM HEAT TREATMENT
	 Few experiments have been conducted on heat 
treated stone, and those that have primarily focused on 
change within the crystalline structure of the stone. The fol-
lowing heat treatment experiment focused on the knapability 
of heated stone.  The experiment was conducted on Green 
River Formation tiger chert during the 2000 excavations at 
Pine Spring site in southwest Wyoming.  Tiger chert nodules 
were gathered from near the site, cut into uniform slabs. 
heated, and knapped using a mechanical apparatus.  The 
uniform slab size and mechanical knapper were used to 
theoretically control for all knapping variables excluding 
heated vs. non heated material.  The results of the experi-
ment suggest that heat treated stone does knap more easily 
than non heated samples.

Eckerle, William (see Kelly, Robert)

Eckles, David (State Archaeologist’s Office) THE 
BLACKS FORK HORSE: AN EARLY HISTORIC PERIOD 
HORSE SKELETON FROM SOUTHWESTERN WYOMING
	 The skeletal remains of a single modern horse, 
Equus caballus, were uncovered during construction moni-
toring for a WYDOT project along the Blacks Fork River 
near the Utah border.  A nearly complete horse skeleton 
was found along with three purposefully placed coyote 
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Paleoindian-age deposits exist at Locality 2 of the Agate 
Basin site.  The amount of information gathered from the 
TR 2000-3 assemblage analyses indicates that future ex-
aminations of Locality 2 could enhance even further our 
understanding of human adaptations and site formation 
processes at the Agate Basin site.

Greer, John (see Greer, Mavis)

Greer, Mavis and John Greer (Greer Consulting) HORS-
ES IN NATRONA COUNTY ROCK ART
	 Armored horses are rarely recorded in Northern 
Plains rock art. The presence of the horse dates figures in 
this area after 1730, but the origin of armor is less certain. 
The Arminto Petroglyph site (48NA991) in central Wyoming, 
with at least two armored horses, adds information on figure 
style distribution, variations in armor portrayal, and other 
associated accoutrements, such as bridle decoration. Al-
though armor and other accessories are generally assumed 
to have been based on Spanish design, personal armor 
such as shields was common on the Northern Plains prior 
to arrival of the horse, and horse protection may have been 
an outgrowth of that practice.

Husted, Wilfred  M. (retired) 
ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION: 
SOME OBSERVATIONS AND CONCERNS
	 The initial announcement for the First Rocky Moun-
tain Anthropology Conference held in 1993 stated that the 
Rocky Mountains have, by and large, been considered 
culturally marginal to adjacent areas including the Great 
Plains and Great Basin. From a Middle Rocky Mountain 
perspective, little has changed. Archaeologists’ failure to 
distinguish between mountains and plains, a resulting logi-
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(Canis latrans) skulls in an apparent burial situation.  The 
horse bones contained deep cut marks from metal tools.  
Radiocarbon dating indicated a very early age, around 1 
650 AD. Analysis indicated that this was the kind of horse 
brought to the New World by Spanish immigrants.  How the 
horse came to rest in Southwestern Wyoming at such an 
early date, and why, are questions explored in this paper.

Gardner, Dudley, Martin Lammers, and Barbara Clarke 
(Western Wyoming College) 
THE ASPEN SECTION CAMP: ANALYSIS OF A SMALL 
CHINESE COMMUNITY
	 The Aspen Section camp was occupied from roughly 
1868 to 1906.  In the 1880’s about half of the site’s inhabit-
ants were Chinese.  This paper will present the results of 
our excavations in 2000 and provide a brief analysis of 
how this camp compares to other Chinese settlements in 
southwestern Wyoming.

Goldstein, Paul (see Kelly, Robert)

Graves, Adam C. (University of Wyoming) 
THE YEAR 2000 STUDIES AT AGATE BASIN, WYOMING:  
FAUNAL ANALYSIS
Several trenches were dug during the 2000 field season 
to evaluate the overall stratigraphic sequence of the Ag-
ate Basin site.  When a north-south trench exposed the 
profile section located on the western edge of Locality 2, 
what appears to be an extension of the previously exca-
vated bison bone beds was discovered.  This unearthing 
yielded 169 complete and fragmented bison bones.  All 
of the bones were recovered by hand out of the backdirt 
from the trench.  Although no in situ artifacts were re-
covered from the trench (TR 2000-3), the remains found 
along with the recorded profile indicate that undisturbed 
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refitting, burning and trample damage, coupled with studies 
of the stratigraphy, microstratigraphy, snails, carbonates, 
and radiocarbon dates, as well as a reanalysis of the fauna 
Sharrock recovered from the alleged Occupation 1 have 
been undertaken to determine if the stratigraphy conforms 
to Sharrock’s and if it is possible to separate artifacts as-
signed to his Occupation 1 from the later two occupations.  

Lammers, Martin (see Gardner, Dudley)

Laughlin, John P. (University of Wyoming) 
A USE-WEAR ANALYSIS OF THE RIVER BEND SITE 
END SCRAPERS 
	 The River Bend site (48NA202) was uncovered in 
1977 during initial housing development construction  on the 
west edge of Casper, Wyoming.  Subsequent excavation by 
Casper College, volunteers from the WAS, and staff from 
the Wyoming State Archaeologist’s Office led to a determi-
nation of Protohistoric Period age and probable Shoshone 
affiliation. Analysis was conducted on 77 end scrapers from 
the site to determine type of use-wear present, and possible 
activities that produced the wear. Comparisons were made 
to data from Cantwell (1979) relating bit width and weight 
to function.  The assemblage showed only light use-wear 
and most end scrapers had recently been resharpened thus 
removing any evidence that would indicate what materials 
the assemblage had been used on.  Analysis shifted to 
describing the observed use-wear and documenting the 
physical attributes of each end scraper. It is possible the 
observed retouching and wear is the result of a retooling 
event as a “gearing up” process immediately before aban-
donment of the site at the beginning of a seasonal round, 
probably starting around April (McKee 1988).

Laughlin, John P. (see Kelly, Robert)
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cal error and a preoccupation with the Northwestern Plains 
are cited as continuing impediments to recognition of the 
role and importance of the Rocky Mountains in western 
American prehistory. 

Huter, Pamela (University of Wyoming) 
ANALYSIS OF NON-LOCAL LITHIC RESOURCES FROM 
THE HELEN LOOKINGBILL SITE, 48FR308 
The Lookingbill site, located in the Absaroka Mountains of 
western Wyoming is a significant archaeological locality. 
Paleoindian and Early Plains Archaic materials are the 
dominant components, but all time periods are represented. 
While analysis has been conducted on most of the materials 
at the site, the debitage and artifacts of non-local material 
have not been studied independently. In this paper, I review 
the materials found to be exotic in origin and their location of 
origin. Analysis of non-local materials leads to questions of 
mobility and/or trade associated with the activities at the site. 
Additional investigations into the distribution of non-local 
lithic resources through Paleoindian, Early Plains Archaic, 
and Post early Plains  Archaic cultural periods is assessed.

Kelly, Robert, David Byers, William Eckerle, Paul Gold-
stein, John Laughlin, James Mead, Meegan Sanderson, 
Sage Wall (University of Wyoming) 
A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE 2000 EXCAVATIONS 
AT THE PINE SPRING SITE: IS THERE A DISCERNIBLE 
EARLY HOLOCENE OCCUPATION?
	 The Pine Spring site in SW Wyoming was excavated 
in 1964 by Floyd Sharrock.  He argued that there were 3 
distinct occupations at the site, the earliest, Occupation 1, 
dating to nearly 10,000 BP.  But the open‑air, spring‑side site 
has high potential for bioturbation; thus, excavations in 2000 
were aimed at determining whether Sharrock’s stratigraphy 
is correct.  On‑going studies of artifact density, inclination, 
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initially believed to represent primarily a workshop locality 
associated with quarrying of locally available Troublesome 
Formation chert, multiple lines of evidence suggest that a 
broad range of activities occurred at the site and that the 
Folsom occupation should instead be characterized as a 
campsite.  

Waguespack, Nicole M. (see Surovell, Todd A.)

Wall, Sage (see Kelly, Robert)

Weathermon, Rick L. (University of Wyoming)
THE BURIAL OF FORT CASPAR 3: NEW ANALYSES AND 
INTERPRETATIONS
	 Earth moving activities by heavy machinery have 
resulted in the discovery and subsequent salvage excava-
tions of unmarked human interments from the Fort Caspar 
(48NA209) vicinity.  Materials recovered with the skeletal 
remains of the individual known as Fort Caspar 3 include 
fragments of wood, numerous nails and other metallic fas-
teners, cloth fragments and buttons.  In addition, a deformed 
lead ball was recovered near the right shoulder area of the 
burial.  Injuries noted on the remains of the Caucasoid male 
indicate a violent death, with subsequent burial in a coffin 
constructed at the location.
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Mead, James (see Kelly, Robert)

Sanderson, Meegan (see Kelly, Robert)

Schneider, Edward (TRC Mariah Associates Inc.) 
LATE PREHISTORIC BISON PROCUREMENT IN THE 
BEAR LODGE MOUNTAINS OF WYOMING
	 In 1996 and 1997, TRC Mariah Associates conducted 
excavations at Site 48CK1410, located along State High-
way 24 in the Bear Lodge Mountains of Wyoming.  The 
cultural remains appear to derive from a single occupation 
focused on the procurement of bison and an associated 
processing area dating to 180 ± 50 years B.P.  Over 5,500 
faunal specimens were recovered with nearly 80% of 
these remains identified as bison.  Based on the presence 
of four astragali, a minimum of four bison, killed in the fall 
of the year, seem to be represented in the assemblage.  
Site 48CK1410 has a low percentage of locally available 
quartzites along with large amounts of nonvitreous clinker 
from the Powder River Basin as well as some Knife River 
flint.  The component represented at Site 48CK1410 occurs 
within the temporal range of repeated bison procurement at 
the Vore site, located approximately 25 km to the southeast.  
Additionally, similar mobility patterns are apparent at Vore 
and Site 48CK1410.

Surovell, Todd A. and Nicole M. Waguespack (Depart-
ment of Anthropology, University of Arizona) 
BARGER GULCH LOCALITY B: A FOLSOM SITE IN 
MIDDLE PARK, COLORADO
	 Locality B of the Barger Gulch site in Middle Park, 
Colorado contains a shallowly buried, high density Folsom 
component.  Three seasons of surface collection, testing, 
and excavation by the University of Wyoming have yielded 
a large Folsom assemblage from 16 m2 excavation units.  
This paper will discuss preliminary results of excavation 
and analysis of these materials.  Although the site was 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS
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NOTES AND COMMENTS
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SPONSORED BY
BARRS PHOTOGRAPHY (Saturday afternoon 
break)
LTA, INC. (early Saturday morning coffee)
GEORGE C. FRISON INSTITUTE
TRC-MARIAH (Friday night social hour)
WYOMING ASSOCIATION of PROFESSIONAL
ARCHAEOLOGISTS (Saturday morning break)
ALBANY COUNTY TOURISM BOARD

For more tourism information from the Albany County 
Tourism Board, Call 1-800-445-5303


