I volunteered to work at an archaeological investigation at Fort Laramie National Historic Site in the summer of 2003.
Dr. Danny Walker, Assistant Wyoming Archaeologist, was the principle investigator.

The crew chief was Ardy Hahn, University of Wyoming graduate student.

We camped on the Laramie River on land that is part of the park service. 
Security guards patrol the fort 24-7. 
One night the guards had everyone move out of the tents due to intense lightning storms, etc.
 All the women had to go to Old Bedlam, the oldest standing original building in WY---1849.  
The room they put us in was an empty room on the second floor.  Since it wasn’t part of the 
display areas, it had lots of dust kittens.  Two of the female graduate students had allergies
so sleeping in that room didn't look like a good idea.
 

We sat out on the second floor veranda and watched the storm.   It was a goodie!
 

Finally, I said that I was going to get my blankie and sleep out on the veranda.   So we all did!
 The lightning was the best fireworks display.  As I recall I closed my eyes after a lightning crack 
and when I opened them again it was 6 a.m.   
We went back to our tents, got dressed and went to work at the dig site behind the new 'old' hospital where the original 1849 cemetery is.  There aren't any headstones there.  Part of the remote sensing project was to find where the graves are located.   
 

I had to write a choral reading about Camping on the Laramie to try explain the experiences.      
I started writing it in the evening in my tent as raindrops continued to splat on the yellow legal pad as
the night grew around me.
 

