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dams grew up in Chicago, but he spent summers at
a family cabin in Wyoming. He likes to say that he
returned to Wyoming 90 minutes after graduating
from high school to take a job washing dishes until starting

college there in the fall. He says he“needed to see mountains.”

After college Adams landed a job surveying the landscape for
Wyoming's state archacology department. To determine the
seasonal migrations of the Mountain Shoshone, he mapped
the locations where their steatite bowls had been found
and the sources from which the steatite was quarried. He
teamed up with outfitter Tory Taylor, who shared his interest
in the Mountain Shoshone, to conduct surveys in the Wind
River Mountains, a range of the Rockies in western Wyoming,
Together, they have investigated more than 200 Mountain
Shoshone sites

During one outing in August 20006, accompanied by avo-
cational archaeologist Joyce Evans, they stopped for lunch in
a high meadow near a grove of whitebark pines that had been
scorched by a fire about 25 years ago. They noticed many
flakes of chert and quartzite, castoffs from the manufacture of
projectile points. Then Adams found a flat, round. sandstone
slab showing signs of repeated impact from another, smaller
stone. It was a metate used by the early Shoshone as a grind-
ing surface.“This is museum quality!” he remarked to Tavior

Taylor and Evans spotted a stone circle, cleared of rocks
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Graduate student Bryon Schroeder holds a slab metate from Lodge
CC that was probably used to process whitebark pine nuts.

The weather is one of numerous challenges the researchers face. In 2008 a deep snow made excavation virtually impossible.
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The researchers built an experimental wickiup and then,
at the behest of the U.S. Forest Service, burned it down.

and evidently cut and filled to level its surface. A few yards
uphill. Adams found another. The next day, they located about
two dozen more of what they call lodge pads. Even before
any serious surveying began, the evidence of human occupa-
tion was unmistakable. The ground at the site was, and still
is, littered with signs of projectile point manufacture. By last

summer. Adams and his team—Koenig, Bryon Schroeder of

the Natural Resources Conservation Service, and two stu
dents, sarah Kennedy of the University of Wyoming and Matt
stirn of Davidson College, in North Carolina—had recorded
60 presumed lodge pads and thousands of artifacts

A lodge pad. by their definition. is a visible ring of rocks
enclosing an area about nine feet across that is clear ol
boulders, flatter than the surrounding slope, and also has a
retaining wall on the downhill side. At the edges of a few
lodge pads, they have found large, ancient branches inter-
locked horizontally. This suggests the remnants of a cribbed
wickiup, a low-walled structure found at other Mountain
Shoshone sites.

t's thought that the Mountain Shoshone were hunt-

ing sheep, and possibly elk and antelope. Though the

researchers have only found a few sheep bones that
survived in the acidic soil, they have recovered dozens of
flakes and projectile points, as well as evidence of concealed
hunting pits, near a migration corridor that bighorn sheep
use to this day

Lodge S contained more than 7.000 artifacts, including
four dozen projectile points that appear to be Late Prehis
toric. Inside that lodge pad, the team unearthed a slab-lined
hearth—a “pit lined with five beautiful petals of sandstone,”
says Taylor—containing charcoal. This was radiocarbon dated
to A0, 1140

Lodge D had large amounts of debitage from projectile
point manufacture. Lodge CC. adjacent to Lodge D, yielded
mostly what Schroeder calls “women's stuff:” pottery, bone
awls, needles, scraping tools, and a worn sandstone hoe that
wits likely used to level the foundation. Analysis of the manos
(grinding tools) indicate the obsidian from which they were
fashioned was quarried roughly six to 20 miles from the vil-
lage. "Nobody was prepared for how much we were going
to find here.” says Schroeder as he excavates just outside the
weathered branches thought to be the wall of Lodge CC.
“Tons of manos, tons of metates, scraping tools.” The lodge
also contained a cache of large bifaces.

Much of Shoshone archacology in Wyoming has focused
on hunting, but the researchers are intrigued by the possibil-
ity that the Shoshone could have acquired more of their food
by gathering. At the tree line in High Rise Village, women
could probably reach the pine cones and harvest their nuts.
which could have provided nutrition for the entire winter.
If the women worked 20 hours cach week gathering and
processing nuts to be carried downhill at the end of the sum-
mer. Adams calculates, they would have supplied up to 2,000
calories cach day for about 50 people throughout the entire
winter. That's about half the estimated population of the

winter = 2009-10

BRYON SCHROED

ADAMS

RICHARD



) ADAMS

HARL

Ri

LINMINGHAM

LYMM ¢

ﬁ

These replicated Sheepeater tools and prehistoric foods are resting on a big horn sheep hide. (From left to right) Peeled biscuitroot on a

moose antler; a soapstone pipe; a bowl made from a deer bladder; a digging stick; a soapstone bowl containing chokecherry gravy:

a basket with biscuitroot plants; a sheep horn; a large soapstone bowl containing trout bouillabaisse and a sheep horn spoon.

village, and more than the size of the usual Shoshone band.

n June 2008, Adams and his crew arrived to find High
Rise Village covered with deep snow and impossible
to excavate. So Adams put evervone to work building
a model wickiup, using dead and downed timber on the
hillside. If they couldn’t dig, he reasoned, at least they could
estimate how many lodges could have been built at one

time using wood found within reasonable walking distance.

(According to Adams, climatic studies suggest that the High
Rise Village site was even more forested in prehistoric times
than it is today.)

o

Richard Adams enjoys a piece of grilled big horn sheep,
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Building a solid wickiup required eight hours of labor
and 130 poles that were found over an area of approxi-
mately an acre. Given this Adams reasoned that constructing
60 wickiups would have required collecting wood far from
the village. and also using smaller picces that would have
been needed as firewood. Therefore, he assumes High Rise
Village was built gradually.

The site is on land owned by the U.S, Forest Service,
which stipulated that all evidence of the model wickiup
be removed. So last June, Adams burned it. Two men from
the Forest Service arrived at the site on horseback, carrying
small tanks of accelerant. They doused the wickiup with the
liquid. ignited it, and stood back as the dry wood exploded
Beforehand. the researchers had filled the wickiup with vari
ous items such as a soapstone bowl purchased in a garage
sale, an arrowhead found inside a box of tools in a dump-
ster. some broken replicas of projectile points, a few animal
bones. Some of these faux artifacts were buried, others were
left on the surface. The wickiup smoldered for two days, and
then a steady rain turned the ash to mud. Before leaving the
site, the researchers excavated and recorded the items they
had planted inside it

There could have been a number of fires here over the
centuries, so Adams conducted this experiment to gauge the
effect of fire on the faux artifacts and wickiup. The research-
ers had wondered if a fire could have caused the demise
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